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The Opening Ceremony
“Instead of looking for hope, look for action. Then, and only
then, hope will come” – Greta Thunberg
It was a wet Tuesday morning in South Dublin. The Royal
Marine Hotel opened its doors
at 8:30, and so began Day 2
of SAIMUN. Ambassadors and
their chosen delegates crowded into the Carlisle Ballroom,
with even more packed into
the Pavilion Bar, watching the
Ceremony being streamed live
on YouTube. But you may be
asking yourself “What is the
Opening Ceremony? What’s
the point of it?” Well, the
Opening Ceremony marks the
true beginning of the conference.

everyone that these young people will continue to fight
for what they believe in, and for what is right.

The theme that was maintained throughout the ceremony related to how powerful we are as individuals.
Mrs. Kirby told the story of Greta Thunberg, the Swedish
girl who led the protests throughout the world on Climate Change. She sat on the steps of parliament every
day, with a hand painted banner. For the first couple of
weeks, she was alone. However, eventually she was
joined by different students, and it snowballed from
there. Leah O’Connor also spoke about Peter Higgs.
Higgs was a scientist who developed the theory of the
Higgs Boson. Higgs sent this theory to get published in
C.E.R.N. magazine but it was rejected because Higgs
was considered an untrustworthy scientist. Higgs sent
his theory to a different magazine, who published it.
C.E.R.N. themselves eventually proved the existence of
The ballroom was packed with the Higgs Boson. 50 years after Higgs initially released
rows and rows of tables, with his theory, he received a Nobel Prize for his work. He
each country sitting behind
had waited five decades to be recognised for his work.
their respective flag. Each
He believed in his work and what he had achieved, and
delegate was then treated to that is the message of SAIMUN.
inspirational speeches by the
By Tomas Murphy
Headmistress of St. Andrew’s
College Mrs. Joan Kirby, followed by Co-Secretary General
Leah O’Connor. A song titled
‘Strong’ was then performed by
Alex O’Hare and Evie Kelly. After that amazing rendition, Professor Luke O’Neil spoke about
the importance of science in
the world today. He told us to
‘Never take anybody’s word’
on anything - which basically
means: “Show me the data, or
leave”.
If one were to see the room
without any context, one might
believe that these were just
students attending a speech.
However, that is not the case.
One can sense the atmosphere of real professionalism
from these delegates. While
we may not be able to provide
the most adequate answers to
the difficult questions later, the
atmosphere in the room told
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Co-Secretary General Leah O’Connor
Although the development of our world today is
est success. But Higgs did just that: he stood up for
largely the result of advancements in science and
what he believed in.
technology, many innovators are initially rejected for
their ideas.
The “Power of One” is something we should all
consider. I’d like to tell you another story about a
I’d like to tell you a story about an innovator who
teenager who has shown what that means in pracquestioned popular belief. A physicist named Petice: Greta Thunberg. She has become a well-known
ter Higgs attempted to publish his boson theory
name. This young Swedish girl, who is now 16 years
in 1964. He had previously explained, in an article
old, has recently become famous for protesting in
published by a physics magazine, the mathematical Stockholm against the lack of political action against
error in assumptions made by another physicist. To climate change. Greta sat on the steps of the Swedhis surprise, an editor at CERN, the largest particle
ish Parliament every school day for three weeks. On
physics research institute, rejected his theory. Higgs the first day Greta sat alone with a hand painted
published his article with another magazine on the
banner. Hers, like many other beginnings of radiBoson Theory months later. In this article he coined cal movements, was a lonely start but after some
the term the boson. He proposed that a boson, a
months others began to join her. Growing up, Greta
sub-atomic particle, was the basic unit of what is
felt that she couldn’t make a difference because she
now called the Higgs’ field which determines the
was small. Greta also suffers from selective mutism.
mass of all matter. This ground-breaking research al- This severe anxiety disorder often leaves her unable
lows us to understand the very nature of all elemen- to speak in certain social situations. However, this
tal particles.
has not stopped her from speaking out about the important issue of climate change. She described action
Higgs was often disregarded as an incompetent sci- against climate change as “black or white”. During a
entist because he had not produced many scientific talk that she gave a few months ago, she said that
papers and his theory was not widely accepted by
“There are no grey areas when it comes to survival.
the scientific community until decades later. In 2012 Either we go on as our civilization or we don’t. We
The Large Hadron Collider at CERN announced that have to change”.
they had observed a new particle. The institution
that rejected his initial findings had confirmed the
Greta still continues to take action against climate
existence of the Higgs’ boson. Almost 50 years after change and she intends to strike every Friday until
Peter Higgs published an article about his boson
the Swedish government adopts new policies in line
theory, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physics.
with the Paris Climate Accord. Like many pioneers,
Since then, his work has inspired a new interest in
some people see her activism as a threat. On social
particle physics. For those of you who are fans of the media, users have posted malicious comments about
TV show ‘The Big Bang Theory’ you may be disapThunberg’s reputation and appearance while others
pointed to learn that one of the leading experts in
with vested interests have tried to smear her in varithis particular area of ‘Big Bang’ physics was not
ous different ways. Despite this, Greta has been unimpressed by the TV show. However, Stephen Hawk- fazed. In a recent interview Greta recognised this as
ing, who appeared in the show on a number of occa- a “positive sign”. She said that the comments “mean
sions, clearly was a fan – so….. there is no account- that something has changed in the debate” and that
ing for taste!!
“we are making a difference”. Greta’s actions have
inspired others. This young girl decided that she
Peter Higgs faced scepticism, rejection and criticism. could not wait for others to act and that she needed
It took decades for his work to gain the recognition to seize the initiative herself.
that it deserved. His determination was the catalyst
needed to prove his theory. His pursuit to uncover
The voice of one individual has caused millions of
some of the mysteries of fundamental physics has
students to join Greta in her fight against climate
led to a significant advancement of our understand- change. The environmental campaign ‘Fridays
ing of the universe. He demonstrates the power of
for Future’ has organised rallies across the globe
one person - but we need to remind ourselves that through the use of social media. Students left their
he was not widely accepted for decades. Think for
classrooms and took to the streets to protest against
a moment about how difficult it must have been
our changing climate. Some of you may have joined
to wait decades for the recognition of your greatthe protests either in Ireland or abroad. The actions
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of one individual have caused global leaders to turn
their heads and listen not just to Greta Thunberg
but more generally to young people. As the future
of our planet affects young people the most it only
makes sense that our voice will be heard but, as we
all know, this is rarely the case. While Greta’s voice
may have acted as a spark that ignited the involvement of large numbers of young people, she readily
acknowledges herself that one lone voice is easy to
ignore and that to solve the problem humanity must
work together. New innovation and new technology
will most likely be needed to solve the climate crisis.

PG 3

many of us do: that MUN is about dressing formally,
debating certain issues and representing your school
- while having some fun. But now I have realised
that MUN is much more than wearing formal clothes,
getting involved in debates – and going to discos. It’s
about what Peter Higgs and Greta Thunberg represent. Model United Nations is about standing up for
what we believe in. Take this opportunity to stand up
for what matters. I urge you to stand up and speak
out.

The example of Peter Higgs teaches us the need for
patience and persistence if we are to develop innovative breakthroughs in the world of science. However,
in the case of Greta Thunberg we see that with the
issue of climate change radical solutions are needed
now and that, on the issue of our survival as a species, we do not have the luxury of patience. In the
words of Greta Thunberg, “Instead of looking for
hope, look for action. Then and only then hope will
come”.
I am regularly asked “What is Model United Nations?”. I usually respond in the typical way that so

Luke O’Neill, Professor of
Biochemistry, Trinity College
Professor Luke O’Neill graduated
from Trinity College Dublin in
1985 with a degree in Biochemistry, going on to complete his
PhD in Pharmacology at UCL and
was appointed Chair of Biochemistry at Trinity College Dublin in
2008. Professor O’Neill’s research
has involved investigation the
complexities of inflammation and
how it affects our bodies, among
many other areas. If you were
to look up the awards he has received, you would find a lengthy
and diverse list of famous institutions and names. He recently was
awarde an EU European Research Council (ERC) Advanced
Grant valued at €2.5 million.
He was our guest speaker at
this year’s SAIMUN Opening
Ceremony and discussed topical
issues, like Brexit, alongside ageold questions such as - Where do
we come from? And why are we
here? Spring boarding off sim-

ple but very effective slides, he presented complex scientific ideas in a
simple and humorous way. He also brought in current affairs, honouring
Malala Yousafzai’s achievements and speaking about the recent image
of the Black Hole in galaxy M87. All in all, his speech conveyed a new
perspective on science for the many students that listened intently. The
conference is incredibly grateful and thanks him for taking part in the
2019 Opening Ceremony.

By Shane Hynes
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Headmistress of St. Andrew’s College Mrs. Joan Kirby
Secretaries General Eoin and Leah, Presidents of
the General Assembly Caroline and Luke, Guest
Speaker Luke O’Neill, Gathered Delegates, Ladies
and Gentlemen. Good morning everyone. You’re
all very welcome.
It’s wonderful to be here today to open the 31st
St Andrew’s College MUN conference. For me,
as headmistress of St Andrew’s, there are many
pleasurable aspects to attending MUN events.
There’s the contagious excitement of all the
delegates, many of whom are speaking here for
the first time. There’s the atmosphere of friendly
rivalry as the different delegations size one another up and recall which ones were the strong
performers at past conferences. But, perhaps
most importantly, there’s the pleasure of seeing
so many young people sharing a sense of involvement in an activity that manages to achieve that
magic combination of being both educational and
great fun.
They say that Chinese politicians sometimes curse
their enemies by wishing that they should ‘live in
interesting times’. We, in Europe, must be living
under a similar curse: no-one could deny that we
too are living in ‘interesting times’ – too interesting, many of us feel. Climate change, the rise in
the numbers of displaced people and refugees,
and, of course, Brexit are just some of the problems that preoccupy governments and individuals on a daily basis. In a world of rapid change,
where we all owe it to ourselves and to future
generations to be informed and vigilant, participation in the MUN is one way of ensuring an engagement with the issues of the day, one way of
acknowledging that we all have a shared responsibility for the world we live in.
Young people are often unfairly characterised as
self-centred, uninformed and apathetic. One only
has to look at people like Greta Thunberg to see
that this is a lazy stereotype. When the fifteenyear-old Greta sat down outside the Swedish
parliament last summer to protest about climate
change she could not have guessed that she
would become a figure of inspiration around the
world. By attending MUN conferences, hundreds
of thousands of young people signal that they realise that they too have a stake in how the world
is run. More importantly, you are demonstrating
that the way forward for us all lies in civilised de-

bate and cooperation.
I’m delighted to welcome students and teachers here
from all corners of the globe, 17 different countries are
represented here: Austria, Bahrain, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Macedonia, The
Netherlands, Peru, Romania, South Africa, Turkey,
United Arab Emirates, UK, the USA. I am also pleased
that some new Irish schools from outside Dublin have
joined us for the first time - from Monaghan, Galway
and Tipperary.
I’m told that, in all, there are over 700 people in attendance between delegates, student officers and
administration – a most impressive figure. I wish you
all a warm Irish welcome, Céad Míle Fáilte – a hundred
thousand welcomes as we say in Irish.
I hope the conference proves inspiring. I hope it
proves to be stimulating. But mostly, I hope it proves
to be enjoyable and that you all return home having
made some new friends and with happy memories of
your time in Ireland. Go n-éirí libh go léir agus tá súil
agam go mbainfidh sibh sult agus craic as an comhdháil seo. Slán agus beannacht.
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A m b a ssador
S p ee ch es Op e n in g
C ere mony
The much awaited Opening Ceremony was followed by the Ambassador’s speeches. Nervous, but
equally excited, students from all over the world got
up on the podium, one after the other. From Ireland to the United States and Senegal to Rwanda,
national problems were revealed and requests for
help were sent out. Some of the most controversial
and debatable issues seem to be virginity testing
and the role of social media in elections, as well as
human rights, democracy and environmental protection. The question of the protection of journalists
and whistle-blowers, along with the issues concerning the Security Council won’t be neglected either.
All in all, they could all agree and wish for the same
thing: a blooming future for their country.

By Luiza Rotareasa
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The Question of the
Protection of
Journalists and Whistle
Blowers (ECOSOC)
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ing habits of the billionaire class, uncovered embedded corruption in high ranks of the FIFA organisation, and revealed that the father of the former
British PM, David Cameron, had set up an offshore
fund so as to avoid paying taxes.
We must strive to protect those brave men and
women who call to account the most privileged and
possibly dangerous people and organisations in the
world today. Whistle-blower and journalistic protections are, thus, essential to safeguarding public
interest and promoting a culture of public accountability and integrity.

By Lily Bohan

The high-profile arrest of WikiLeaks’ founder Julian Assange has catapulted the issue of protecting
whistle-blowers and journalists into the spotlight once
again.
It is easy to dislike Julian Assange, especially when
one considers the fact that he first fled to the Ecuadorian embassy to escape extradition to Sweden on
rape allegations. And, in addition to valuable information WikiLeaks has helped release, the organisation
has also recklessly published sensitive personal data
of hundreds of ordinary people, potentially putting
lives at risk. Indeed who can forget that WikiLeaks’ publication of hacked emails from the Democratic Party helped to elect Donald Trump? However,
America’s current attempt to extradite him hangs
on a specific charge many journalism advocates find
unsettling and which may see journalistic freedoms
put under threat.
Whistle-blowers serve to give the public an insight
into the actions of those state organisations that
wield power over the lives of ordinary people. Possibly one of the most infamous whistle-blowers in
history to do such a thing is a man by the name of
Edward Snowden. A former member of the CIA, the
documents he revealed provided a vital public window into the NSA and its international intelligence
partners’ secret mass surveillance programs and capabilities. These revelations generated unprecedented attention around the world in regard to privacy
intrusions and digital security, leading to a global
debate on the issue.
In 2016 an unprecedented leak of 11.5m files caused
upheaval around the globe. The leaked documents,
published by various newspapers, contained personal
financial information about wealthy individuals and
public officials that had previously been kept private. Those implicated in the scandal included the
President of Russia, Vladimir Putin to the Argentinian
Football player, Lionel Messi. The reports, some of
which dated as far back as 1970, revealed the spend-

The Equivalent of 2,600
plastic bottles have
been saved as a result
of the new SAIMUN reusable water bottles!
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The Sinking of the Sewol Ferry
Five years ago yesterday, on the 16th of April
2014, a South Korean motor vessel carrying 476
passengers, most of whom were elementary school
kids, sunk. To this day, even though it caused
widespread social upset in Korea, no-one ever
seems to talk about it. Actually, very few people
even know about it. Anyone who happens to hear
about what occurred five years ago considers what
happened outrageous – whether we are speaking of the 300 school children that drowned, the
broadcasts made by the captain while the ferry
was sinking - or the five children who remain unaccounted for to this day.
The Sewol Ferry was en route from Incheon to Jeju
Island, and out of all passengers 339 were children
on a school trip with their teachers. According to
Korean investigations, the passenger ferry was
carrying more than double its limit capacity at the
time of its sinking. Along with this, the captain
took a wrong turn which ultimately resulted in the
disaster.
What is it that actually makes this horrible accident
into an example of inhuman neglect? Besides the
obvious lack of attention on this topic, there are
questions about what really happened on board.
First of all, out of the 172 survivors, more than half

were not rescued by the Korean coastguard, but by
commercial vessels and fishing boats that arrived on
the scene not too late after the sinking. Then there’s
the so-called rescue operations that happened some
days after the incident. After repeatedly being told
by authorities that their children would be rescued,
the families of the 300 victims had to face the news
that their children had died. The death toll reached
100 before the Korean coastguard even reached the
ferry.
Even still, all of this isn’t the most overwhelmingly
awful part. According to survivors, the captain and
crew made continuous broadcasts telling all passengers to stay put and not move - even while water
had begun flooding the rooms some of them where
staying in. In the meantime, the crew ran to the
lifeboats and saved themselves. And even though
the captain of the ferry got a life sentence, being
found guilty of the murder of the children, there is
still barely any attention paid to this incident. It’s
easy to ignore something that doesn’t affect you
and that happened far away in some sense, but it is
crucial to use our voice to attract more attention to
these catastrophes.

By Sophia Tiganas

Tragedy on the
Banks of the Seine
On Monday evening the world watched and wept as
the Notre Dame cathedral, a symbol of the beauty
and history of Paris, was ravaged by an extensive
fire. The intensity of the blaze saw the cathedral’s
delicate spire collapse. Thousands of Parisians
gathered in the streets around Notre Dame and
held a vigil on the banks of the River Seine. The
smouldering ruins of the iconic cathedral blazed in
the distance, centuries of art and history seeming
to disappear in the billowing clouds of smoke which
bruised the blue skies of Paris.

ceremony after the Liberation of Paris in 1944 took
place there. Notre-Dame was immortalised by French
novelist Victor Hugo in his 1831 novel ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’, which noted even then that
‘One cannot but regret, cannot but feel indignant at
the innumerable degradations and mutilations inflicted on the venerable pile, both by the action of time
and the hand of man.’

For Catholics, both French and around the world, the
cathedral has been an important spiritual pilgrimage
site for generations. Its intricate rose windows depict
As people from France and around the globe conscenes from the life of the Virgin Mary, and it is the
template the loss of such an iconic cultural landhome of the ‘crown of thorns’ which Jesus is said
mark, it is a time for us all to reminisce on the
to have worn at his crucifixion. Despite the obvious
historical significance of the ‘jewel of Paris’. The
religious symbolism, the cathedral has also inspired
largest of its bells, which dates to 1681, managed
secular writers, painters and philosophers. It truly is
to survive the French Revolution and has been rung the jewel at the heart of Paris and its majesty has
at some of the most important events in French
defined the city and its people for generations. As a
history, including both World Wars. For centuries
devastated local told France24 ‘Paris is a beautiful
France’s kings and queens were married and buried city, but it is a little less beautiful now’.
in its chapel. Napoleon was crowned emperor at
Notre Dame in 1804, and the joyous thanksgiving
By Lily Bohan

Photos by Elissa Chahin, Ruslan Mukhametzhanov, Dinah Long, Alicia McGrath, Cameron Blair, Samuel Byrne,
Michael Finney, Cian O’Cochlain, Ebba McDermott, Chloe Johnston and Aoife Linnane
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The Question of the Role of Social Media in Elections
These days, it’s more difficult to come across
someone who doesn’t have any social media accounts than someone who does. Taking advantage
of this situation, most politicians also use social
media platforms to boost their public image, especially when it comes to elections. Whether we’re
talking about a strong presence on sites such as
Twitter, Instagram or YouTube or even about huge
follower numbers that actually consist mostly of
bots, social media has become a crucial part of the
political landscape.

However, there’s a far shadier side of these social
media platforms. Politicians constantly buy bots to
increase their follower numbers, so that they appear
to have a larger following than they do in reality.
This influences the way they are perceived by their
target audience, proving how easily social media
results can be manipulated. Being very active on
Twitter, for example, is a noticeable tool used most
often during elections, so that politicians can get as
much attention as possible by constantly tweeting
and replying to random users.

Firstly, there’s the aspect everyone first thinks of
when debating this topic. Young people have started being more active than before when it comes
to politics, which shows in the high number of
student protests and strong presence online. Take,
for example, the student strikes regarding Climate
Change and the myriad of March for Our Lives
movements. So it’s to be expected that everyone
will have something to say online when it comes to
something as important as elections. Young voters are determined to attract as much attention as
possible on their stance on political issues, using
social media to make their voices heard.

Even though taken as a whole social media is extremely useful in helping keep the majority of the
population well informed, it is also a way to manipulate and influence aspects of the political landscape,
especially the public image of politicians: portraying
them in an idealised way that is ultimately meant to
attract as much support as possible. Something for
us all to ponder…

By Sophia Tiganas

The Question of the
Rise of Cybercrime
Living in a fast-paced, digital world has a lot of
advantages, but nothing is flawless. With every new
development in technology comes a whole package
of risks and disadvantages, and some of these problems are obvious to anyone who spends time online.

Looking back 20 years ago, the most common crimes
were malicious codes and Trojan viruses, but now
the methods and the amount of cybercrimes improve
every year, directly depending on technological developments.

The biggest such issue is, of course, cybercrime,
one of the fastest growing “markets” of our time, as
well as one of the key threats that comes with all
the new developments of the digital age. The most
common crimes that are committed online include
cyber-attacks (viruses), theft (credit card info, personal information, intellectual property) and bullying, all of which have been made significantly easier
by the constant developments in modern tech.

With this worryingly rapid rise in cybercrime, the
most crucial aspect on which we must focus is the
need for cyber-security professionals to keep up with
every new method developed by hackers. This way
they not only learn how to combat these incidents,
but they also learn how to prevent any similar incidents in the future. It is also important to remember
that there are things which everyone can do that
may not completely prevent certain situations, but
can at least make it safer for you to be online. Simple steps such as not having the same password for
every account or quickly making sure the website
you are visiting is secure might be more helpful than
you would think.

This all obviously causes significant damage - every
repair, antivirus or ransom causing more and more
expenses each year. By 2021, the total cost of
cybercrime is expected to hit an astonishing US$ 6
trillion, which would mean it would become more
profitable than international trade of all major illegal
drugs.

By Sophia Tiganas
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRS

ECOSOC - Productive

SPECPOL- Capable

ECOFIN- Enthusiastic

Environment - Potential

S CONF- Riveting

SOCHUM - Large

SC - Posh

DISEC - Ambitious
By Sophia Tiganas and Luiza Rotareasa
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SAIMUN BY THE NUMBERS
AVERAGE FLIGHT TIME?

2 hours

SCARIEST THING ABOUT MUN?
50% - Public
Speaking
50% - Not
knowing what’s
going on

FAVOURITE
THING ABOUT
SAIMUN?
66% - Meet new
people
33% - Debate
with new people

OPINIONS ON THE IRISH
WEATHER?

IS THIS YOUR
FIRST MUN
CONFERENCE?
60% - YES
40% - NO

75% Absolutely
Terrible
25% - Ah sure,
it’s grand!

By Cameron Blair and Michael Finney
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HOROSCOPES BY
LILY BOHAN
Aries - Use your dynamic personality to help win
over some of your fellow delegates. Your charm will
also be put to good use at Thursday’s disco.
Taurus - Seek out compatible signs like Cancer and
Capricorn and work together to achieve something
great.
Gemini - Slow down and appreciate your time her
at SAIMUN, you’ll miss it when it’s over. Take time to
make new friends and meet new, interesting people.
Cancer - With your tenacious nature and fiery personality, you will definitely let your voice be known
at SAIMUN 2019.
Leo - Your passion and work ethic will serve you
and your delegation well his week. I can see you
being recognised a lot this week.
Virgo - Don’t worry too much about the little things,
Mars and Venus are aligned this week, meaning
there will be great things in your future.
Libra - Don’t isolate yourself too much, use team
work to get your resolution passed. Step out of your
comfort zone and you’ll make a friend for life.
Scorpio - Your impeccable sense of style will turn
heads this week. Look out for your photo in today’s
edition of the Delegate.
Sagittarius - You are ruled by Jupiter, the planet
of fortune. Luck will definitely be on your side this
week, all you have to do is raise your placard high.
Capricorn - I see a great windfall in store for you
this week. Spend your money wisely and check out
some of the shops in Dun Laoghaire shopping centre down the road.
Aquarius - Your open-mindedness and tolerance
will allow you take in others’ perspectives, an integral part of good debating.
Pisces - Chanel the planet Neptune and use your
creativity and whimsy to come up with a new and
original resolution.
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Head of Admin Jordan ‘Jor Jor’ Murray

Photo by Samuel Byrne
What’s your favourite accent?
Probably British. More specifically London, like South London. I just like the
sound of it. It’s nice, you know?

What’s your experience of the conference been so far?
I’ve really enjoyed it. It’s been pretty good. The MUN people are
actually not that bad. Most of them actually listen, which is new.
Describe your job in a poem.
I boss people around.
If they don’t listen……..
they will be beaten to the ground.
Tell me why.
Ain’t nothin’ but a heart-ache. Ain’t nothin’ but a mistake. I
never wanna hear you say, I want it that way.
Would you rather own a dinosaur or a dragon?
Dragon. They can fly. Dinosaurs are just too... nah their arms
are just a bit too weird.
Can you describe the food here using only words beginning with the letter B?
Boring. Bland. Hmmm, I’ve no idea, to be honest. Oh, oh, I
know! Brown!
Do you want to build a snowman?
No - because my hands get too cold. I have really bad circulation and my fingers will probably just go numb.
Describe the Admin people you boss around in 10 words.
They do what they’re told most of the time. Generally.

Co - Secretary General Eoin ‘Panini’ Brennan
How would you solve Brexit?
I’m a bit of a globalist and I believe in intervention. I
would give the choice back to the people, as it is not
democratic for Theresa May to insist parliament repeatedly votes on her bill when it is a huge issue that
affects so many.
*The Sec-Gen then proceeds to rant about Theresa
May for 4 minutes straight.
How would you solve the refugee crisis using
only 5 words?
Education, education, infrastructure, investment, education.
Do you think you’re doing an adequate job of
leading this conference, despite what some delegates have said?
Wow, someone said that? What a [censored]! But
yes, I think I’m doing an adequate job. Yesterday was
especially hectic but I think I’m learning on the job like
everyone else is.
How much bootlicking did you have to do in order to get where you are now?
I try to be nice and courteous to everyone I meet
and.... God, I don’t know. Not as much as Leah

Photo by Michael Finney
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[O’Connor] did anyway!
What is the Sec-Gen's favourite meme?
That’s the toughest question yet. I prefer vines. Even
if Vine is dead, I still prefer vines: “Look at all those
chickens”. I love that one.
What is the capital of Angola?
Oh. Angola? Hm. I’m not sure. I don’t know. I don’t
even think Angola’s represented at SAIMUN. Considering I’m the Sec-Gen of SAIMUN and Angola’s not
here, surely I don’t need to know its capital? (It’s
Luanda.)
What’s the capital of Tajikistan, seeing as it’s
represented here at SAIMUN?
Yeah, I don’t know what the capital of Tajikistan is
either. Although I wonder how many of the Tajikistan
representatives know their own capital. Christ, this
really isn’t putting me in a good light, is it?
Describe how you would deal with the IsraelPalestine conflict, using only a haiku.
*After 10 minutes of trying to explain what a haiku is
to the Secretary-General.
Haikus make no sense, I can’t answer that question,
that’d be way too tough
Mr. Hehir, Mr. Micallef and Ms. Carter are all
trapped in a burning house. You have time to
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save one. The rest will die horribly. Who do
you save?
Ms. Carter. She’s my teacher and we need her to
finish the history course.
What do you think of the new nickname given
to you by the delegates, which is “Papa SecGen"?
Fantastic name. Love the name. Sounds a bit weird
but I much prefer it to my other name: “Dada SecGen". In conferences, I would prefer delegates to
refer to me as “Papa Sec-Gen" rather than “Dada
Sec-Gen". As a nickname, it is better than any other
alternative.
Is it appropriate for the Sec-Gen to wear such
flamboyant and vibrant socks during such a
serious conference?
I look really, really good doing my job. Everyone
should approach the conference with a serious attitude, as we have already done. However, it’s not
important when you’re looking this fine.
Do you ever walk past a mirror and think you
look like a bit of a knob with that earpiece in?
Oh yeah, 100%. I didn’t really want to take the
earpiece but it actually makes perfect, logical sense,
but yeah I get that I look a bit like a knob.

Still a Legend (Press Coordinator) Mr Derek Bohan
Hard or soft Brexit?
No Brexit. No Brexit at all. I think we need the UK
to stay in the EU, definitely. Even if only to annoy
awful people, such as [Nigel] Farage and [Boris]
Johnson.
What is your best dad joke?
Well I’m a father and I am a bit of a joke as a father, so I am the dad joke.
What is your favourite international crisis of
all time?
The Cuban Missile Crisis. It’s interesting in the
sense that the world came very close to World War
III, but we saw JFK and Khruschev, two reasonably
decent world figures, do the right thing in the end.
A happy ending all around.
Most memorable MUN moment throughout
the years?
Well, there was one there in the recent Hague
conference. I was walking around a hotel near the
conference at the time. I thought I was walking
into this sliding glass door, which I thought would
open when I came up to it. Unfortunately, I was
simply walking into a glass door. To be completely
honest, it was half 9 in the morning so I was very
clear-headed and it wasn’t my fault. I had a really
sore forehead for a while. It was a Nurofen Plus
moment.

If a resolution passes in the middle of the forest but nobody is around to hear it, is clapping
still in order?
Yes. Definitely. I think it’s important to clap virtually
all the time. We should all constantly have a little
clapometer in our heads that’s just going nuts - 24/7.
What happens when we die?
Nothing, but I think whatever you did lives on in the
memory of people. My father died when I was 13,
but I still think about him every day so he lives on in
some way. He probably wouldn’t have wanted to go
to heaven anyway - but he’s living on somewhere in
those of us who knew him.
In your opinion, is this the real life? Or is this
just fantasy?
I think, that in the real world, I’m a professional
snooker player, and I’m six foot tall and really slim.
But, you know in this world, it hasn’t quite worked
out that way. However, if this is the real world, it’s
not so bad is it? We’re caught in a landslide with no
escape from reality…apparently.

All interviews by Sean Wade

Design and Layout:
Hannah Moran
Photo Editor:
Dinah Long

