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DEBATES ARE
COMING

By Sophia Tiganas

The moment of truth is finally here: all
delegates are ready to jump head-first into
debates. Undoubtedly, everyone is excited
to deliver their speeches and to debate the
resolutions they’ve all worked so hard on, so
we can already sense the excitement buzzing through the air in every committee room.
These are the events everyone was most
excited about, and in moments like these
it’s easy to remember why so many people
want to take part in the SAIMUN experience.
Standing up for the points of view you represent, debating real issues and proving your
dedication to your new colleagues are just
a few of the best parts of being a delegate.
Whether you’re just interested in meeting
new people or you want to explore new
interests, debates such as these ones are
always going to be a ton of fun, so we love
keeping up to date with everything going on
in the committees.
First off, we have SOCHUM. As everyone
has probably already noticed, this is the
biggest committee of the conference, so we
expected a lot to be going down over there.
So far, Congo’s resolution on the Question of
Conscientious Objection to Military Service
has passed, and the resolution being debated as we write this article is the one submitted by Iran on the Question of Antimicrobial
Resistance.
When it comes to the Special Conference
on Science and Technology, DPRK’s resolution on the Question of Maintaining a Ready
Supply of the Medicines on the WHO list
of necessary medicines has passed. As we
write this article, the resolution on the Question of the Rise of Cybercrime, submitted by
Malaysia, is being debated.
Moving up to the first floor, we check in with
the next three committees. In SPECPOL,
three resolutions have already been passed
by the committee, namely the one submitted
by France on the Question of Ukraine, the
one submitted by Germany on Extrajudicial
and Arbitrary Killings, and the one submitted by Poland on the Question of the Rise
of Populism in Europe. Clearly, SPECPOL is
extra determined to debate as many different resolutions as possible.
ECOFIN is just as hard at work as everyone
else, with three resolutions already having
been passed (submitted by Azerbaijan, Iran
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and Turkey), and El Salvador’s resolution on the
Question of Low Effect Inflation and a Low Level
of Wage Growth being debated as we write.
Germany’s resolution on the Question of Transferring Environmentally Sound Technologies to
developing countries and economies in transition
and the Russian Fed’s resolution on ‘greening’ the
world of sport have already passed in the Environment committee.
When it comes to ECOSOC, the resolution being
debated as we speak was submitted by China,
and tackles the Role of Machine Learning in
helping the UN monitor world events. Ireland’s
resolution on this same topic has already passed.
Meanwhile, the Security Council is debating the
question of Eastern Congo, more specifically the
resolution submitted by the USA. The Dominican
Republic’s resolution on the question of Yemen
has already passed the committee.
With every committee already working so hard,
all we can say is that we are excited to see how
all the debates turn out. Congratulations to all
delegates, chairs and staff members that keep
this conference going smoothly: you are all doing
an amazing job!
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Terrorism: Is the Cure as Terrible as the Disease?
Terrorism poses a palpable and serious threat to
humanity and is a danger to all our human rights
and to democracy generally. States, therefore,
have a duty to protect society against terrorists
and to take measures to prevent and punish terrorist activities effectively. Nonetheless, this duty must
be counterbalanced by the obligation to uphold
human rights.
Legislation aimed at countering terrorism and extremist violence is frequently adopted in the direct
aftermath of terrorist attacks and is often marked
by shock, anxiety, a sense of emergency and the
need for a necessarily united front against the
obvious threat, thus leaving little space for thorough and peaceful discussions on the human rights
aspect of the legislation. For example, the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act in the USA post 9/11
saw major changes, and major controversy, around
privacy. The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
was amended in both 2001 and 2008, and lowered the legal bar for the government to engage
in wiretapping and other surveillance practices.
However, by curtailing legitimate political debate,
this response plays into the hands of the terrorists
by installing an atmosphere of fear among society.
Online, apologists for terrorism – especially of attacks perpetrated by white nationalists - are widespread and must be combatted. However, counter-terrorism legislation may endanger freedom
of expression when it is used to limit or silence
legitimate reporting or criticism. This censorship
can also be problematic when the offences are not
clearly defined and may lead to unnecessary or
disproportionate restrictions to the right to freedom of expression.
When terrorism spreads, states are often tempted
to restrict fundamental freedoms for the sake of
fighting it and preventing further attacks. However,
we have seen time and time again nations and
their leaders disregard human rights and personal
liberties under the guise of counterterrorism. For
example, in the United States Donald Trump’s troublesome ‘Travel Ban’ claimed to protect US citizens
from attacks by ISIS and Al – Qaeda but was seen
by many as an attempt by an openly Islamophobic leader to prevent innocent people entering the
United States from Muslim majority countries. The
ban spread real fear among those whose countries
and religious communities were targeted; it kept
families separated, halted reunions, and interrupted journeys spurred by the most essential human needs. Indeed the majority of countries (Iran,

Libya, Somalia, Syria and Yemen) named in the ban
had no links to terrorist acts in the United States
whatsoever.
State and political leaders must resist the desire to
fall into the narrative that infringing on our rights
will make us safer. Terrorism is a real threat and it
requires an effective response. However, adopting
surveillance measures that undermine human rights
and the rule of law is not the solution. To stem this
risk to our democracy, states and private companies
must develop surveillance and data collection policies that respect human rights.

By Lily Bohan

ICJ
Nauru vs Australia
The Issue Of Phosphate Mining
Some of you may not know, but tucked away in a
room on the 1st floor, there has been an International Court of Justice arguing cases all week. The
case I witnessed was one regarding the mining
of phosphate by Australia in Nauru, a small island
in Micronesia, and whether or not Australia had
breached Article 76.
There was an initial vote to determine whether or
not each judge was on the side of Australia or Nauru, which was repeated throughout the day, to see
if anybody had changed their minds on the matter.
The debate that followed was extraordinary. Each
judge stood up and spoke their piece on the matter,
and everyone was given an opportunity to debate
and argue against each other. The professionalism of
everyone was astounding, and everyone knew their
topics to a tee.
I arrived in the room shortly after lunch had ended
at one o’clock. By then, the judges were voting
again. The vote came out with 9 to 5 in favour of
Nauru. The judges then began debating the topic
of whether or not Australia had breached Clause D
of Article 76, regarding inequality. It was fascinating
to hear each judge make their point in turn, and to
hear the debates and quotes form the Article from
each of the opposing judges to try and defeat them.
The debate was still in full swing by the time I left,
but it was clear that none of these people would
leave the room until this problem was resolved. This
sense of duty and dedication can be felt all throughout SAIMUN.

By Tomas Murphy
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Irreplaceable:
Buildings or People?
Monday the 15th of April saw the eyes of the world
turn to Paris as Notre Dame Cathedral, a symbol of
French identity and culture, was engulfed in flames.
Indeed the horrific scene, as centuries of art and
history went up in flames, was a frightening reminder of our powerlessness to save something so dear
to us all. However, the immediacy and magnitude of
the response of the global billionaire class tells us
something very important about the society we live
in. Less than two days after the tragedy, almost one
billion euros has been pledged to help fund the cathedral’s reconstruction, almost half of that donated
by two rival billionaires within hours of the event.
In light of these donations, it is important to reflect
that France is a country where 1 in 8 people live in
poverty.
If, in a world of seven billion people, just two men
can give 300 million euros to restore Notre Dame
within just a few hours, then it seems to me there
is enough money in the world to feed every mouth,
shelter every family and educate every child. Our
failure to do so is not a matter of lack of capital but
a lack of will, and a matter of system. While brick
and mortar and stained-glass might burn vividly,
they do not bleed, and they do not starve, and they
do not suffer. Humans suffer. Everywhere and every
day in the world, from Paris to Panama, innocent
men, women, and children lead lives wrought with
unimaginable hardship. However, their suffering is

every day. It does not light up a front page, and
it does not inspire immediate donations from the
world’s wealthiest men.
Where are the calls for flying water tankers or the
all-pervasive despair when Israel periodically undertakes to set the Gaza Strip on fire? Where were
the pledges of millions of dollars when churches
in Louisiana, which had been the spiritual home of
generations of black families, were destroyed in an
act of vehement hatred ? And where were Louis
Vuitton and Gucci when Grenfell Tower was incinerated and hundreds of lives were lost? Whatever
your own attachment to Notre Dame might be, the
fact that such tragic realities don’t elicit the same
raging empathy as a cathedral fire is a tragedy unto
itself.
And let me be clear, I am by no means denying
the right of people to lament the destruction of an
iconic landmark, and there is surely a value that
transcends simple economics in restoring testaments to civilisation. However, we must remember
that works of art and architectural history and
beauty rely on the ingenuity and imagination of
people, and it is therefore people who must be
protected above all else.

By Lily Bohan
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FAI? MORE LIKE FA-BYE!
Football’s coming home! Actually, it’s not. The Football Association of Ireland have recently been under
the spotlight due to a controversy over their unusual
banking arrangements. The way things have unravelled is comparable to a series of ‘Fair City’. (To all of
our non-Irish readers, ‘Fair City’ is a soap opera on
Irish TV, with amazing acting and extremely realistic
plot lines – sort of…)
What basically happened was that at some point
in 2017 the organisation was about to exceed their
€1.5 million bank overdraft. However, instead of
approaching their bank, they decided to ask their
President, Mr. John Delaney to give them a ‘bridging
loan’ of €100,000 of his own money to keep themselves afloat. This was, of course, a somewhat unusual thing to do, so when the news broke about it in
March 2019, the FAI lost a lot of credibility, a great
deal of funding from Sport Ireland, and Mr. Delaney
lost his job – or sort of lost his job. The organisation is now a good deal worse off in the public’s
eyes than it would have been if they had been more
transparent from the beginning about their cashflow
issues.
This isn’t the first time John Delaney and his associates have been in the news for the wrong reasons.
In 2016, Delaney resigned from his role as the Vice
President of the Olympic Council of Ireland on the
back of the then President of OCI, Pat Hickey’s ar-

rest by the Brazilian police for the alleged mis-selling
of tickets to the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro. Hickey’s
arrest was famously captured on Brazilian television,
and Delaney was one of the first to ‘jump ship’ after
the news. Compared to the huge success of Katie
Taylor in boxing, and the O’Donovan brothers in
rowing, and their Aviva Stadium ‘flatmates’ in rugby
- Irish football seems to be the only sport where everything that can go wrong, is going wrong. Perhaps it
should be called Delaney’s Law instead.

By Tomas Murphy
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The Question of the Role of Social Media in Elections
The introduction of social media has brought internet culture to a whole new level. There are now
millions of ways for people to connect with each
other, and news spreads like wild-fire.
In the United States, social media sites such as
Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube are currently being used by two out of three people and search
engines are used daily. Monitoring what users
share or search for in social media and on the web
has led to greater insights into what people care
about or pay attention to at any moment in time.
Furthermore, it is also helping segments of the
world population to be informed, to organize, and
to react rapidly. However, social media and search
results can be readily manipulated, which is something that is only beginning to covered or understood by the press and the general public.
During elections, candidates may post articles on
social media in order to promote themselves. The
most famous example of this is former candidate
Donald Trump’s controversial tweets in the run-up
to the Presidential election in 2016. This type of
promotion created an atmosphere around Trump
that made him likeable – to some. These followers
he had gained through his social media contributed

to his defeat of Hillary Clinton.

By Tomas Murphy

The Question of the Role of Artificial Intelligence in the
Context of International Security and Disarmament
The Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) was established in 1945 and is one
of the main committees of the General Assembly.
The UN states ‘The General Assembly may consider
the general principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international peace and security, including the principles governing disarmament and the
regulation of armaments.’
To paraphrase, the committee’s responsibilities
revolve around issues of disarmament, global challenges and threats to peace, all of which directly
affect the international community. One topic is the
question of the role of Artificial Intelligence in the
context of international security and disarmament.
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is defined as the simulation of human intelligence processed by machines,
especially computer systems, instead of natural
intelligence displayed by humans or animals. A Lethal Autonomous Weapon (LAW) is an autonomous
weapon with the capability to immediately and
independently search, engage and kill targets based
on programmed constrains and descriptions, with
the ability to operate on land, in the air, under water
or in space. With that being said, people generally

are now in open debate about whether the use of
Artificial Intelligence in the context of international
security and disarmament is a smart move for today’s
society.
In 1950 Alan Turing, who invented the first computers, published an article entitled ‘Can machines
think?’. Later, he proceeded to develop a test in
which a human being communicates with some hidden interlocutors. The goal was to identify whether
the interlocutor is a person or a computer. Through
this test, Turing successfully proved that there is no
difference between a computer and a human being.
Numerous other computer scientists and researchers have proven that implementing AI as a security
method has raised effectiveness, as well as increasing our ability to combat terrorist attacks and is also
key in regard to online recruitment.
However, many seem to agree on the fact that reproducing such technology to mimic the human brain
is far from easy. It is very hard, nearly impossible to
deeply understand the ‘thoughts’ and behaviour of
AI systems. No machine can have the empathy that
most humans have and this is the problem….

By Luiza Rotareasa

Photos by Elissa Chahin, Ruslan Mukhametzhanov, Dinah Long, Alicia McGrath, Cameron Blair, Samuel Byrne,
Michael Finney, Cian O’Cochlain, Ebba McDermott, Chloe Johnston and Aoife Linnane
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SAIMUN BY THE NUMBERS
FAVOURITE SOFT DRINK?

40%-Coke 40%-7Up 20%-Diet Coke
FAVOURITE CLOTHING BRAND?
22%-None
15%-Bershka
10%-M&S
22.5%-Boss
12.5%-Uniformity
18%-River Island

FAVOURITE SANDWHICH FILLING?
29.9%-Cheese 14.02%-Turkey
14.02%-Chicken 14.02-Tuna
14.02%-Egg
14.02%-Ham

FAVOURITE COLOUR?

37.5% - Blue
25% - Orange
12.5% - Purple
12.5% - Red
12.5% - Green

FAVOURITE FOOD?

30% - Pizza
HOW MANY CONFERENCES ATTENDED?
24% - Ramen
15% - Chicken Wings 37.5% - 3
25% - 2
12% - Spice Bag
12.5% - 4
12.5% - 5
11% - Lasanga
12.5% - 6
8% - Liquorice
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CHINESE OF INDIAN
TAKEWAY?
60%-Chinese
20%-Indian
20%-Neither they’re
both bad

IRISH TOURSIT SITES VISITED?
50% - Temple Bar
15% - Dublin Castle
15% - Trinity College
10% - Giant’s Causeway
10% - My House

MOST ENJOYABLE THING ABOUT MUN?
60% - Free Food
20% - Friends
3 OR 2 PIECE SUIT?

20% - Not This

66.66% - 2 Piece Suit
16.66% - 3 Piece Suit
16.66% - 1 Piece Suit
By Cameron Blair, Michael Finney and Sam Byrne
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How does the Press Team Work?

Journalists-

Going into this conference, I thought my job would
entail writing hard-hitting articles about ongoing
political and social issues throughout the world. I
thought perhaps I could make them interesting or
humorous in some way. I quickly realised that this
would be very boring, for me and readers alike, so I
changed tactic. Now I mainly walk around the conference, looking for anyone who looks vaguely important so I can interview them. My job is basically to
pressure people into agreeing to an interview, as well
as making them as uncomfortable as possible by asking the most irrelevant questions I can think of. Put
very simply, I talk to “important” people and try get
them to say weird things, then I publish what they
say for all to see.

By Sean Wade

Editorial-

In the morning the team has a brainstorm for
ideas and then articles are assigned to the journalists. After the articles have been written, they
are sent to me and I have a look through them.
For the majority of the time, I have do very little
work on them. Only a bit of punctuation here and
there. The pieces are the passed on to Mr Bohan
for a final proof and after this they are ready to
go in the magazine!

By Shane Hynes

Photography-

Despite my famous article on the ‘Provision of
resources for the elderly’, almost all of what I
do is photography based. I’m in first thing in
the morning, and get briefed on my job for the
day. Usually I’m going from room to room photographing speakers or the crowd as they frantically try to remember how to get their face to
fake happiness before I shift my lens, pretending
it wasn’t pointing at them. From there I’ll upload
what I’ve got to a drive and hand it in. All in all, a
pretty sweet job.

Design-

By Cian O’Cochlain

Every morning, Shane and I come in to plan the
day’s issue and assign articles to all our writers. Then
comes the time where I have to sit down and stare
at the computer screen for 6 hours in a row while I
put the issue together. It takes time as I have to receive all the articles from Mr Bohan and check all the
names are spelt correctly. Sometimes I get to have a
wander around the conference, but not as much as
I’d like to. My eyes end up going square by the end
of the day so sometimes I need a bit of relief. Once
I have all the photos and articles I wave the magic
mouse and put it all together and then the issue gets
sent to print.

By Hannah Moran
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Caroline ‘The Boss’ Doyle Co-President of the General Assembly
Why do you enjoy bossing people around so
much?
Because it’s fun!! I want the conference to run
smoothly and I want everything to go off without
a hitch, so we need to work as a team. In order to
have SAIMUN be the best it can be, I have to boss
people around. It’s for the greater good, really.
Have there been any funny moments related to
the ear pieces the Secretariat wear?
Sometimes people say something into them by accident and it can be funny. Like, for example, when
Alva O’Brien was trying hers on and someone must
have done something to it, because she cursed really
loudly at one point and everyone heard. And yeah,
you hear other stuff you probably weren’t supposed
to hear. To be honest, these ear pieces are really one
of the selling points for this job.
If a delegate loses their face in a tragic accident, can they still be recognized?
Well yes, you could recognize them without recognizing them. Once they raise their placard and the chair
recognizes them, you should be able to determine
who the delegate is by determining which delegate
is representing that country. So theoretically, you
should be able to recognize them once they’ve been
recognized.
Describe this conference using only words that
contain the letter Q.
Quirky, quite quiet, quality, unique. Squad-goals?
Maybe I should stop now.
Is life a simulation, like Kanye claims?
I don’t know. If it is a simulation, then we’d be, like,
a simulation inside a simulation, so we’d be even
more stupid than we already are.
Who would win in a fight between a penguin
or ten small angry hamsters?
Ten really angry hamsters. If you’re angry, adrenaline
gets a hold of you sometimes. Like, for example, I
can’t eat because of nerves before I do any public
speaking, but adrenaline got a hold of me before GA
in the morning, and I wouldn’t have been able to do
that if I didn’t have adrenaline. Sometimes you need
adrenaline to be able to conquer something. In this
scenario, I was the ten angry hamsters and public
speaking was the penguin. With enough adrenaline,
the hamsters could defeat the penguin.
Hypothetically speaking, would you break up
with your girlfriend/boyfriend if Ariana Grande
told you to because she was bored?
Yes. I think I would. You’d be stupid not to. Like it’s a
once in a lifetime opportunity that you’re never going
to get again.
Most embarrassing MUN moment?

Probably this.
Any last words for the five people who’ll read
this?
See you at the disco ;)

Photo by Dinah Long

Photo by Dinah Long

The Equivalent of 2,600
plastic bottles have been
saved as a result of the
new SAIMUN reusable water bottles!
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Leah ‘The Shade Queen’ O’Connor Co-Secreatry General
After shaking your hand, I have to ask: why is
your hand so sweaty?
I don’t know. It may be because Mr. Hehir is talking
in the earpiece. It’s automatic. It’s like a fight or flight
response for when he’s talking to me.
Several delegates believe that “While Sec-Gen
Eoin Brennan believes he is the face of SAIMUN, Leah O’Connor is the one that actually
runs it.” What would you say to that?
Well, we’ve all known this since 4th year. He’s always
been praising Mr. Hehir and we’ve really had to deal
him in. But we all know, deep inside, who is running the show. However, we have to give Eoin some
credit. I mean, sometimes he looks good in a suit.
How do you get on so well with the 5th year
delegates, and why don’t other 6th years in
positions of power get on with them as much?
The respect that I have for them, and they have for
me, is, like, amazing. I can really speak to the mind
of a 5th year and we just get along so well. You
know, it’s like speaking to a wild animal. You have to
get to their level. You have to get on all fours, really
roll around in the mud with the 5th years and get to
know them. The others can’t do that. They have this
God-complex but I don’t. That’s why the respect me
so much.
Can you describe Putin using an acrostic poem
of his name?
Passionate.
U slay at riding a bear, Mr Putin.
Totalitarian
Invested in foreign policy
Notoriously sexy
Who is the most competent chair, in your opinion?
I think that would be Sadhbh “The Sass-Machine”
O’Mahony in SOCHUM. She reminds me of a young
me.
What is love?
Baby don’t hurt me. Don’t hurt me, no more. What is
love?
*The Sec-Gen continues to sing a full verse and chorus of the song
We’ve recently discovered Eoin Brennan is referred to as “Papa SecGen”, so does that mean
that your new name is “Momma SecGen”?
I would prefer “Big Momma SecGen”. I think that
rings a bit more. Yeah, that really rolls off the tongue.
I assume Caroline [Doyle] and Luke [Horgan] don’t
get their own nicknames because they’re not important enough. However, I don’t want to be described
as a parenting duo with Eoin [Brennan]. If we’re parents together, we’re definitely separated. This confer-

ence is like the Christmas after the divorce, I guess.
In a previous interview, the other Sec-Gen,
Eoin Brennan, called you a big bootlicker.
What is your response?
It doesn’t even need a response. We can all judge
for ourselves what is really happening. It’s all just
coming from a place of jealousy because clearly I’m
[Mr] Hehir’s favourite. Everyone completely knows
that Eoin is the biggest bootlicker of our generation.
After him, it’s Luke. Then Caroline. Then it’s probably me.
What is the best gossip you’ve heard so far in
this conference?
I have heard that Adam Kelly has amazing abs.
He’s a fifth year, has curly brown hair, handsome.
He allegedly has incredible abs. That comes from a
reliable source.

All interviews by Sean Wade

Photo by Ruslan Mukhametzhanov
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WHAT KIND OF DELEGATE ARE YOU?
Q1) How many MUN conferences do you attend a year?
a) 0-1 b) 2-4 c) 5-7 d) More than 7
Q2) What do you enjoy most about MUN?
a) The parties and events b The debate c) The people I meet d) The award ceremony

Type 1: The bored delegate or the newbie
(mostly a)
You are really here for the MUN parties and events.
You are not seen speaking often, but when you do,
you make sure it is something entertaining. Maybe
you are the newbie, who is trying to figure out
what is going on.

Q3) When lobbying I ........
a) join the first bloc that asks me b) join the bloc
that suits my country c) try to make other countries
join my bloc d) always succeed at making countries
join my bloc

Type 2: The Orator (mostly b)
You are really here to showcase your speaking
skills. The debate is not what matters to you, only
the quality of your speech does. You grab every
opportunity to make a speech

Q4)When speaking.......
a) I don’t b) I try to showcase my speech as well as
possible even if it is not relevant c) I am too busy
scribbling down notes to speak d) I try to attack

Type 3: The negotiator (mostly c)
You work in the dark. The secret to your success
are alliances with other delegates. It might not
seem like it, but you always get what you want.

Q5)What is your go to MUN drink ?
a) Starbucks b) Just water c) I don’t drink d) Coffee
for my nerves

Type 4: The award-seeker (mostly d)
You would do anything to get what you most
want. At the award ceremony you can be found
lingering in the back and nervously fixing your tie.
After every conference you wonder why it was not
you, who won an award.

Q6) If you see the resolution has used the
word bank instead of the IMF you:
a) You didn’t realise there was a difference b) You
use it as a basis for an entire speech c) You send a
note to the main submitter and make an amendment
to change it d) You call them out in a point of information to the chair
Q7) How did you do to prepare for the conference?
a) I looked for information on Wikipedia b) I wrote
a detailed resolution on one topic c) I researched
the other countries position on my topic to see who
I could work with d) I wrote a resolution on every
topic
Q8) What is your favourite committee?
a) Human Rights b) Any committee c) Special Conference d) Security council
Q9)What accessory do you use at a conference?
a) Nothing special b) A flag on my desk c) A pin d) A
tie matching my countries flag
Q10) What do you do in a crisis committee?
a) What? b) I wouldn’t go to the crisis committee c) I
love crisis committees d) I would only go to crisis if I
can be the main submitter

By Alice Decaminda
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ULTIMATE MUN BINGO
BY ALEENA MANOJ
ULTIMATE MUN BINGO!
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