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SAIMUN Has Been Recognised

There is something truly special about the atmosphere of
debate that fills the committee room, it flashes us forward
to our future – what is to come in our professional lives,
and encourages us to reminisce on times past, namely the
longstanding tradition that is MUN. Every committee
undoubtedly has a different feel, a different mood or level
of seriousness, but they share the excitement that enticed us
to join MUN in the first place. It is a place where goodwill
overcomes the realistic evils of the world. In these couple of
days we are transported to a world that is full of hope and
peace; it is a world that most of us only dream of. This is why
the feeling is almost inexplicable. How should we put the
promise of change into words? This is a delegate's own reality, where diplomatic reasoning is required in order to secure
the balance our global community is in dire need of.
The Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) began by debating The Question of Artificial
Intelligence, submitted by Italy. The Kingstown room is
large with a beautiful view of the sea and many delegates
lining the room. The airy windows match what the chairs
explained as an “excited” atmosphere, the delegates seemed
eager to participate with a continual flow of placards in the
air to ask POIs and make detailed speeches.
The Economic and Finance Committee (ECOFIN) started
off with The Question of Cryptocurrencies, submitted by
China. Upon walking into Martello 1, one could immediately feel the “dynamic” atmosphere. It was a difficult topic
for debate as it is a fairly abstract idea to most. Nevertheless,
for the duration of the conference this room, in particular,
was filled with mature and thoughtful debate.
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) began with
The Question of Gender Equality in Access to Education,
submitted by The United Arab Emirates. The beautiful sea
views and tight atmosphere symbolises the level of debate
that is occurring within. The chairs described it as “interesting” which was most certainly true, especially when the UAE
was proposing solutions to gender equality; naturally many
delegations had changes to suggest.
The Environment Committee began by debating The Question of Light Pollution, submitted by Saudi Arabia. Martello
2 was discussing one of the most serious issues that our
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world faces. If our environment is wiped out then every other problem debated is irrelevant. Chairs described delegates as “competitive”; it is no wonder - they are arguing on the best way to protect
the environment and therefore the wellbeing of the entire global
population.
International Court of Justice (ICJ) began this morning by discussing the Marshall Islands. The discussion centered around the push
for further peace between Great Britain, Pakistan and India regardless of a previously created ‘goodwill pact’ made between them in
order to secure greater security in their own country and beyond.
The issue being discussed is difficult and the judges and advocates
alike put many hours of work into their decisions. They must be
attentive throughout. Undoubtedly, this is one of the most serious
rooms in the hotel; the participants deserve great praise for their
dedication and attention to detail while upholding rules of international law.
The Special Conference on Women began by debating The Question of Domestic Violence Against Women, submitted by South
Africa. In Carlisle West delegates are debating one of the most
interesting topics of the conference. Their enthusiasm is much to
the amusement of all those listening. Everyone is quite involved attempting to understand of the opinions of their delegations.
The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL)
debated The Question of the Impact of Brexit on the Island of
Ireland, submitted by United Kingdom. In an interesting location
of the hotel, the delegates engaged in meaningful debate discussing
a very relevant question. The chairs described it as “busy”. It should
be noted that the delegates seemed to enjoy humorously objecting.
Witnessing every room, its differences and similarities, signified
the success of the conference. The varied yet intriguing topics being discussed, the global solutions being explored will remain in
the delegates’ minds and leave a lasting impact on all those who
attended.

By MacKenna Westerfield
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How Safe Is Your Data?
On March 17 2018, the London Observer and the New
York Times reported that the UK based data firm Cambridge Analytica, a data analysis firm that worked on
President Trump’s 2016 campaign, and its related company Strategic Communications Labortories, had illegally
acquired the personal information of 50 million Facebook
users in order to build software that could target potential
swing voters in political campagins and elections, including the 2016 election of the US president Donald Trump,
and the Brexit referendum in the UK.

ens to destroy the already somewhat tattered reputation
of the social media giant. In the days following the initial
reporting, the hashtag DeleteFacebook began trending on
Twitter, and the social media giant’s share price took a dramatic hit, down $60bn shortly after the scandal broke. Facebook rejected the claim that a data breach occurred and,
in a statement issued on March 17th said “People knowingly provided their information” and that “no pieces of
information were stolen or hacked.” During this time, Mark
Zuckerberg, Facebook’s CEO, remained what many called
“deafeningly silent”, until finally after five days, posting a
Data was collected through the app “thisisyourdigitallife”, response on his personal Facebook page. Zuckerberg has
built by Cambridge University academic Aleksandr Kogan. since apologised for what he called a “breach of trust” in
Through Kogan’s company Global Science Research, in col- full page adverts in several UK and US magazines, though
laboration with Cambridge Analytica, 270,000 users were he declined to answer questions about data privacy to UK
encouraged to take a personality test in exchange for a
lawmakers in parliament on Tuesday.
small payment, and agreed to have their data collected for In the midst of this scandal, it is also important to rememacedmic use. However, the app not only collected personal ber that Facebook didn’t invent data collection and is far
information from the people who took the test, but also
from the only company that is involved in this business.
from the users’ unknowing friends. According to to Face- Signing up for a Facebook account, or any free online
book’s “platform policy”, data of friends is allowed to be
service, comes at a price: what you get in convenience, concollected only to improve user experience on the site. The nectivity and free information, you pay for with your pripolicy prohibited the selling of data to third parties. Docu- vacy and data. In the end, we as consumers of social media
ments obtained and published by the UK based paper The must decide whether this really is a fair exchange. Is there
Observer show that by late 2015 Facebook had discovered really such a thing as a free lunch or are we being served up
that information had been harvested on an unprecedented with fries to feed corporate and political interests?
scale. However, the company failed to alert users and took
very limited steps to recover and secure users’ data. On
By Lily Bohan
March 19th the UK based Channel 4 News broadcast undercover footage showing Cambridge Analytica executives
– including CEO Alexander Nix – boasting of how they
used the collected data to entrap politicans with bribes and
various other schemes. Nix was suspened by the firm a day
later.
On Tuesday 27th March whistle blower Christopher Wylie,
who worked with Kogan to obtain the harvested data, told
a UK parliamentary comittee that there could have been
a different outcome in the 2016 Brexit referendum. Wylie
told the committee about how Pro-Brexit campaginers
linked to Cambridge Analytica “cheated” in the run-up to
the referendum on leaving the EU. According to Wylie and
another whistle blower Sahmir Sanni, Pro-Brexit campign
groups, such as “Vote Leave”, potentially broke laws on
referendum spending limits when they paid the firm AggregateIQ, a firm closely linked to Cambrige Analytica, for
digital marketing services.
These revelations and their implications, that Facebook
allowed data from millions of its users to be captured and
improperly used to influence the outcomes of events such
as elections and referenda, have caused a storm that threat-
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The Evolution
of Women
A vital debate about gender and its relationship to
race, class, religion, and ethnicity in relation to opportunity has come to the forefront over the past century.
Wifehood and motherhood in the past have been regarded as the profession of women. Throughout most
of history women in general have had fewer legal
rights and career opportunities than men. In recent
years, women activists of various religions, ethnicities,
races and social class have attempted to disassemble
the obstacles to feminism.
This activism can be seen through the fight for women’s right to vote and for better work environments in
factories, the controversy of abortion, women’s labour
laws, marriage equality and much more. For example,
in the United States during the 1960s, several federal
laws improving the economic status of women were
passed. The Equal Pay Act of 1963 required equal
wages for men and women doing equal work. The
Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibited discrimination
against women by any company with twenty-five or
more employees. A Presidential Executive Order in
1967 prohibited bias against women in hiring by federal government contractors.
All of these factors have contributed to the history

Tension Between
Delegates in SC

There were admittedly some rare moments in which the
delegations of the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom agreed on certain topics in the Security Council, but
in reality over the past two days in the Security Council,
there has been a tense atmosphere in the dialogue between
the delegates representing these countries – much like
what is happening outside the conference.
The Security Council discussed the Question of Myanmar,
specifically the situation regarding the abuse of the Rohingya Muslims by the Burmese government. One clause
proposed the idea of deploying a UN Peacekeeping Corps.
The United Kingdom made a clear statement describing
their opinion towards the potential operation to deploy a
sole UN Peacekeeping Corps to ensure the repatriation of
the refugees: 'A sole UN peacekeeping mission would not
be equipped to deal with this situation. The concept is well
intended but overly ambitious which could lead to a disaster.' Another point made by various delegations was that
the UN Peacekeeping corps could not cope with the task of
protecting 1.3 million people.
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of feminism and the formation of the United States
we know today, as women have helped to make such
changes occur throughout society. Women of colour and
immigrant women from nations around the world have
continued to challenge the culture which constrains their
development in society by social movements such as
abolitionism and a women’s right to vote. A women's role
has changed tremendously over the past and is making a
great impact in our society today. Women have evolved
their identities by fighting for social change, contributing
to history and the progress of our countries. This change
to how women are perceived and treated in the workforce has continued to the present day.
Women have begun to take part more in business and
have boosted the economy effectively as a result. Women
have begun to play a substantial role in society and have
begun to gain equal rights. An essential theme that
these women have explored is the feeling and power of
freedom. Modern day history is all about freedom and
having equal opportunity and rights. With this ideology
in mind women will continue being an active part of
society. Yes, women can make a difference.
“She has fought many wars, most internal. The ones that
you battle alone, for this, she is remarkable. She is a survivor.” ― Nikki Rowe

By Pia Abou Antoun
The USA then argued that the Rohingya people 'have no
protection against the harmful actions of their government.' The Russian delegation argued that a 'neutral
body' should be introduced to calm ethnic tensions. The
USA declared that 'all member states must contribute according to the size of their military budgets.' If this were
to be in place, the USA would have to contribute the
most as they have by far the world's largest at 597 billion
USD. This clause passed with a clear majority.
Another clause proposed the creation of the OHCHR
(The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights) and for a UN rapporteur to 'conduct
an inquiry into the Myanmar forces and government.'
The Russian Federation opposed this however as they
stated that UN rapporteurs are banned from entering
Myanmar and that this would become a substantial barrier in the execution of this clause. The delegate from
Kuwait stated that the Security Council had the authority to 'take the necessary precautions to ensure access
into Myanmar.' The Russian Federation stated that the
Burmese 'safe-zones' for the Rohingya population were
comparable to 'an open-air prison' and 'disgusting'. They
also asked how the Rohingya refugees would return. The
clause was passed with a unanimous vote amongst the
delegates.

By Pamela Fitzsimons

Meet the Officers

Oscar Doyle, Deputy Head of IT as Aquaman
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Shane Hynes, Head of Press as Deadpool

Meet the Student
Officers of SAIMUN

By Francis
Brooks

Solome Keegan, Head of Secretariat as
Black Panther

Sophia Bracken, Head of Admin as Black
Widow

Harry Deacon, Secretary General as Captain
America

Enya Schaefer, Head of Secretariat as Bella
Swan
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Meet the Officers

Hannah Moran, Head of Press as
Harley Quinn

Helen Hudson, Head of Admin as
Katniss Everdeen

Emma Fogarty, President of the
General Assembly as Rapunzel
Aaron Speer, Head of IT as Thor

Robben Beatty, President of the
General Assembly as Elastigirl

Lucy Dornan, Secretary General as
Wonderwoman

Spoof Resolution
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A Resolution for Boredom in Schools
Committee: SOCHUM
Topic: The Question of Boredom in Schools and dur- 2. Urges classes to be more diverse, so students can
ing Recess
choose what they are interested in and focus on their
Submitted by: Ireland
favourite subjects
Co-submitted by: Every student ever to step into a
a) Programmes focusing more on arts
school
b) Programmes focusing more on science
Concerned by the fact that students everywhere are dis- 3. Recommends more diverse activities be added to
content going to school, only consolation being that they students’ programmes
will get to see their friends
a) Zip-lining, harnesses and helmets should be colourful
Noting that the vast majority of children between 13
b) Pony rides, weight limits should be set in order to
and 18 years old are very active and easily bored
ensure the pony’s health and happiness
Alarmed by the fact that most teachers are judging pu- 4. Encourages more fun alternatives to get to classes be
pils only by their ability to memorise formulas and not offered to the students
their actual individual skills
a) Ponies are just great, like, in general
b) Slides, colourful and diverse, leading from one
Defining boredom as “the state of being weary and rest- floor to another
less through lack of interest”
c) Rock-climbing walls, provided with protection,in
order to get to classes on upper floors
Bearing in mind that students often complain about not d) An elevator
understanding or not being interested in certain subjects
5. Asks dress-codes not be allowed in schools, as they
Taking into account the different personalities and pref- strip the students of personality
erences of each student
a) Costume parties
b) No clothes at all, just pyjamas
Emphasizing that the uninteresting, plain architecture
of schools causes moodiness and lack of interest in al- 6. Requests teachers be allowed to used aforemenmost every student
tioned fun alternatives as well
a) The Delegate should imagine their oldest teacher
Recalling that school rules are very restrictive, not al- going down a zip-line
lowing students to do almost anything while in class
b) Teachers would be in a better mood and be more
understanding if they weren’t bored
Observing that the lack of elevators in schools with multiple floors is most often the cause of moodiness during
class in students
Confident that less strict rules would help improve the
students’ learning abilities and interest during class
1. Calls for the teachers to get to know and understand each of their students’ interests and passions, in
order to evaluate them more fairly
a) Workshops where students and teachers can learn
more about each other
b) Short description of students be included in their
personal files

By Sophia Tiganas
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Why You Forget and How You Remember
Though we often view people and food as things we could
not possibly survive without, there are two (and perhaps
only two) other things that are even more crucial: the heart
and the brain. The first is “an open book”- we know almost
exactly how it works, why it breaks and what can be done to
help cure it in case of illness. The functioning and quirks of
the latter, despite being investigated by scientists constantly,
remain a mystery.
“Anastasia..? Anna? Ah, yes! Penelope!”- the inability that
joins all the minds of the world. The truth is that names are
simply boring to our brains - a jumble of letters that might
just suggest a person’s cultural background. In contrast, a
face and a person’s general appearance is an incredible source
of information, hence the reason why we remember what
a person wore, how their eyebrows moved when pizza was
mentioned, a funky spot next to their nose or that funny
thing their eyes do when they smile. We also have a great
deal more time to process that information - an introduction
lasts a second but a conversation in which we can thoroughly
analyse another being’s face may last up to a few minutes
(depending on your social skills). So it’s not that you’re not
paying attention, you just have a fascinating person before
you.
Memory formation is a function of the hippocampus (so

named because its shape bears a certain resemblance to
a seahorse, apparently). There are two types of memory:
short-term and long-term. Our brain is equipped with a
filter that decides how important a memory is and stores
it accordingly. In fact, our short-term memory is only capable of “holding” on average six items at a time for 20-30
seconds. Repeating a number you want to remember just
resets the short-term memory clock and the more regularly
you repeat or visualize a particular set of digits, the bigger
the possibility of it getting transferred into your long-term
memory. Naturally, events like car crashes and first kisses
automatically end up in our long-term memory because
they are extremely, ahem, memorable and cause a reaction
in almost all the various part of the brain.
Some people say that imagining killing your speaker as
soon as they mention their name is one way not to forget it.
You could also just repeat the name over and over, but that
would inevitably take your attention off the conversation
itself. So, in my opinion, we shouldn't resort to silent assassinations but should rather concentrate on talking. After all,
it’s better to remember eating fries with an amazing person
rather than simply just with “Alex”.

By Zuzanna Lebek

Catfishing: A
Growing Trend In
Cyberbullying

do this without even knowing it. Experienced catfishers can even
use the photo of someone the victim knows as a profile picture,
and that's what makes it so dangerous. A catfisher usually poses
an ideal person on his (it normally is) social media accounts. He
uses photos of beautiful models and describes his life as close to
perfection, just to lure victims in. If the person you come across
on the internet seems too good to be true, you should think twice
before getting involved in a conversation. Also, if the person
you've been talking with online tends to resonate with you at all
Nowadays, the average person spends a fifth of their day on social times and say exactly what you want to hear, don't trust them.
media. Smartphones and the social media platforms that come Try to test them, and if you have a suspiciously huge amount in
with them have already become a well-known obsession among common with them, they are most likely catfishers. Excuses when
the millennials of our society. But no-one hardly ever considers you suggest or speak about meeting in person are also a good
the downsides of the internet, that it is, in fact, one of the most
dangerous “places” a teenager could ever stumble on. Once you
enter the Dark Web, there's hardly any way out.

warning sign.

As I said before, social media platforms have created a very
dangerous way of communication and before trying it, you
One of the elements that makes communicating on social media should acknowledge the risks you take by getting involved
so perilous is, of course, the catfishers. Catfishing, quite a strange in such a “virtual” relationship. Be careful and think twice
word, isn't it? A peculiar word choice for describing the act of
before risking your own well-being over some ill-intentioned
pretending to be someone else on the internet. The term “catfish” stranger.
comes from fishermen putting sea catfish in with the cod to nip
at their tails and keep them active in order to produce more lively
and fresh meat. So that's what catfishers basically do: they nip at
naive, young individuals by gathering personal information on
them, just so as to backstab them in the end.
But how do we spot catfishers? Is there any way to outsmart
them, if we end up caught in such an uncomfortable situation?
The most effective and obvious solution would be not to chat
with anyone you don't know on the internet. Yet sometimes we

By Teodora Puiu
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The Canadian Intl. School of Cairo

Wolves are the kings of the forest. They are dedicated,
persevering, tenacious, and cooperative. The individuals
that attend The Canadian International School of Egypt
are no different and this is why we call each other CISE
wolves. This year marks the fifteenth anniversary of the
Canadian International School of Egypt’s proud existence.

With our resourceful curriculum ranging from kindergarten to grade 12, students are constantly encouraged and inspired to be outstanding individuals. CISE
is located in New Cairo, a newer, more modern part
of Egypt located forty minutes away from downtown
Cairo. Our school colours are the same noble colours of
the Canadian flag; white and red. The Canadian International School of Egypt is currently the only international
school in Cairo that offers a complete French Immersion Program.
Most of our teachers are Canadian that have travelled to
Egypt for a unique experience. Their supportive efforts
galvanize students to accomplish their goals. Almost
85% of students that attend our school are Egyptian.
However, the other 15% includes students from Ghana,

Sagesse High
School, Lebanon
Sagesse High School, Mary Mother of Wisdom was
founded in 1992, to cater to the international scholastic needs of children from different countries who had
arrived to Lebanon. This led to the implementation of
the American High School Program, the International
Baccalaureate Program, a special education program,
and the Lebanese Baccalaureate in our beloved school.
As inscribed in our mission statement, “Sagesse High
School is a Catholic, Anglophone, co-educational
school that educates and motivates students from
diverse backgrounds to become life-long learners and
responsible citizens with strong ethical values.”
During the institution’s 26 years of existence, we have
received accreditation, established a fruitful Modern
United Nations program and a Scout du Liban Branch,
encouraged students to find their voices through the
Student Council and other similar organisations, followed up students who have athletic talents and skills

Ireland, Canada, United States of America, Zimbabwe,
and South Korea.
With our extraordinary science programs, students
have the ability to learn by doing experiments. Likewise, our distinguished visual art and drama programs
are developed to engage and bolster students to go out
of their comfort zone and learn more about themselves
and others. The Canadian International School of
Egypt is a well-rounded, exuberant school that strives
for prosperity.

By Francis Brooks
to help them pursue their dreams, and enabled
students to participate in competitions of all sorts
and to provide acts of service to the community.
Our scholastic community is based on the belief
that knowledge enhances the goodwill of human
kind and that each person has unlimited potential
as well as the opportunity and capability to learn
and develop into a well-rounded individual.
Sagesse High School is part of the Sagesse family
that leads, and is still leading, their graduates to
universities of their choice. Additionally a notable
alumni from the Sagesse schools and universities
is the great poet Gibran Khalil Gibran.

By Rebecca Wakim
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The German “Goethe” College,
Bucharest
The German “Goethe” College (GGC), originally
founded in 1751, is the only German public school in
Bucharest. There are currently 1500 students attending this college, aged of 5 to 18. The school is known
for teaching many languages such as German, English,
Romanian, French and Latin.
The school is located on Cihoschi Street, close to Piata
Romana (Roman Square), in the center of Bucharest,
Romania’s capital. Named after one of the most appreciated German writers, J.W. von Goethe, the school
not only provides its students with quality education,
but it also develops students’ artistic and creative abilities. The College has 50 rooms, including a conference
room, a library, a sports hall, a school canteen, an arts
room, a music room, two courtyards and four laboratories (chemistry, biology, physics and informatics).
Our students have four years of education during
Elementary, Middle and High School, so twelve years

in total. The school follows both Romanian and
German Baccalaureates, offering students the opportunity to choose between German and Romanian tutoring from the beginning of High School.
Every year our school takes part in international
events such as ERASMUS+ school partnerships
and MUN projects. The school also hosts the
weekly meetings of a non-governmental organization called “Interact”. Its purpose is to promote the
informal values of the teenagers between 12 and
18 years old. Today, over 300.000 students in over
138 countries are part of the 13.000 Interact clubs.
Interact is also connected with the Rotary Club
and the Rotaract Club which sponsor the organization. SAIMUN is our second MUN this year.
Thirteen delegates and two Press students are taking part. Our delegates are representing Belgium
and Malaysia.

By Rebecca Wakim

Lycée Libanais Francophone Privée of Dubai
The Lycée Libanais Francophone Privée of Dubai
(LLFP) is the only Lebanese school in the UAE. Located
on Street 76 in Muhaisnah 4, this private educational
institution was inaugurated in 2003, and now has a student population of 1160 students, mainly Lebanese boys
and girls aged 3 to 18 years old.

The educational program is based on excellence, respect, tolerance of other cultures and the ability to think
independently. These are the four main pillars that will
help build new, stronger, educated and open-minded
generations. The school’s system provides us with an engaging syllabus, but also offers artistic activities to help
us develop our full potential and to encourage us to be
creative. It also provides the necessary infrastructure for
a more dynamic way of learning: two laboratories, three
computer rooms and two documentation centers.
LLFP is multilingual: the students are taught French
and Arabic from the beginning of their education, and
English and Spanish respectively from the third and
tenth grade.
We may be a Lebanese school but we still follow the

French syllabus. Our school is divided into four sections: Nursery, or what we call “Maternelle”, Junior
School - “Elémentaire”, Lower Secondary School “College”, and Upper Secondary School; “Lycée”.
We are thrilled to be representing our school for the
second time here at SAIMUN. It’s our fourth MUN in
total.

By Karine Ballout, Selina
Moussa and Kaya Tueni
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The Question of Light Polution
Light pollution, also known as photo-pollution, is a term
describing the presence of light of artificial origin in the
night environment. It is a major side effect of growing
urbanisation, as the biggest sources of light pollution are
outdoor area lighting (e.g. airports), streetlights and exterior and interior building illumination. Light pollution has
severe negative effects on people and on the environment.
Among many aspects of photo-pollution, one of the most
striking ones is that it represents a terrible waste of energy
that has gone into unnecessary lighting. Most of the light
that causes the pollution is released from street lamps or
illuminations that are not precise enough to light up only
specific area and in consequence disperse the light needlessly into the surrounding area. As a result, much more
energy is being used to illuminate the area than is needed.
Unnecessary lighting has many negative effects on people.
It destabilises the natural body cycle, causing insomnia
and sleep deprivation, which can lead to development of
prolonged stress and anxiety. Moreover, photo-pollution
can cause physical problems - making people more prone
to headaches for example. Studies also suggest a possible
correlation between the amount of exposure to unnatural
light and cancer.
Light pollution causes even more harm to the environment
by affecting the physiology of plants and animals, as the
functioning of ecosystems is based upon natural patterns of day and night. Artificial light disrupts this cycle.
It confuses animal navigation, which can be observed in
migrating birds. As they follow the lights that illuminate
tall buildings, they often end up crashing into their walls,
and as they migrate overseas, they lose their way confused
by lights on drilling facilities. A similar impact has been
noticed among hatching turtles as instead of following the
lighter path of the ocean, instead move in the opposite direction, towards seaside cities. Furthermore, animals tend
to develop new survival strategies connected to artificial
light, which lead to changes in behaviour and predatorprey relationships.
Bearing in mind all these severely negative aspects of light
pollution, technology is now being developed to minimize
this issue. One of the main goals is to eliminate unnecessary light sources, by improving lighting fixtures so they
become more efficient. Another objective is to adjust the
type of emitted light so it’s less harmful. Blue light, emitted
by most sources of light pollution, is proven to be harmful
to both human and animal retina and is known to disturb
the circadian rhythm and sleep patterns. Lastly, effort
should be put into redesigning the biggest lighting structures in areas such as highways and airports so they have
less of a negative impact on the ecosystem they interfere
with.

By Maja Kos

The Question
Human
Trafficking
Human Trafficking is a serious violation of our human rights,
is very common in poor countries and is linked very closely to
modern day slavery. It is one of the worst types of slavery since the
victims are removed from all that is familiar to them, which often
leaves them alone, lost and abused - physically and psychologically.
Victims of trafficking are mostly women (51%) and girls (20%).
Both girls and women are taken for forced labour and sexual purposes each year. It is a terrible crime and is becoming a global issue
that poses a big threat. In 2017 an estimated 24.9 million victims
were trapped in modern-day slavery. Of these, 16 million (64%)
were exploited for labour, 4.8 million (19%) were sexually exploited,
and 4.1 million (17%) were exploited in state-imposed forced
labour.
Traffickers mainly target women because they are unequally affected by discrimination and poverty, which affects their access
to education and work. These women may become victims when
they seek assistance to obtain a job or a work permit, or even when
they apply for visas or any other travel document. The traffickers
prey on their exposed circumstances and eventually lure them into
crime networks. They are promised fair pay and decent conditions,
but when they get there and realize how they have been lied to, it is
too late to go back. Exploitation may include prostitution or other
forms of sexual servitude, forced marriage of young girls, domestic
servitude or even the removal of organs.
By 2016, 158 countries had criminalized trafficking. Nonetheless,
authorities say that the rate of convictions remains far too low,
and we know that victims don’t always receive the protection and
services countries are constrained to provide.
We can only hope and indeed campaign so that governments will
more severely implement the laws that do exist and will bring the
traffickers to justice. There are already a number of organizations,
such as Anti-Slavery International, that rescue victims of trafficking
and sexual exploitation and provide recovery and training to help
foster economic empowerment, but it is not enough…more has to
be done.

By Kaya Tueni

Committee Issues
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The Question of the Destruction of Cultural Heritage by Terrorist Groups
In SAIMUN 2018, the Special Political and as a weapon of war.
Decolonization Committee is considering a
broad range of issues including how cultural The Head of UN Counter-Terrorism has
heritage is being impacted by terrorism. The said that the motive behind these acts is to
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and undermine national identity and internaCultural Organization, otherwise known as tional law, because of the fact that heritage
UNESCO, has defined cultural heritage as establishes a source of identity not only for
the legacy of physical artifacts and concrete particular communities but also for the
attributes of a group or society that are in- world. In addition to that motive, the illicit
herited from past generations, maintained intrafficking of cultural objects coming from
the present for the benefit of future genera- Iraq and Syria is contributing directly to the
tions.
financing of terrorism, and is accelerating
the disintegration of societies. In response
As we all know terrorist groups such as
to this issue, the UN Security Council has
ISIS have destroyed and looted numerous adopted a ban on the international trade of
heritage sites, including over 100 cultural cultural objects from Iraq and Syria, which
heritage sites across Iraq such as the Mosul has lead to the seizing of antiquities from
Museum and all six Syrian World Heritage Syria and Iraq by authorities in Finland,
sites have been severely affected, includJordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Britain and the
ing Palmyra, and the fabled city of Aleppo, United States.
which is now reduced to rubble. This is an
iconic reminder of how culture can be used This cultural sabotage is hugely damaging

The Question of Domestic
Violence
The question of domestic violence against women is a very big
issue that is covered in the Special Conference on Women. It is
defined by the United Nations as "any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or
mental harm or suffering to women, including threats of such
acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.” The term ‘domestic violence’
goes beyond actual physical violence. It can also involve the
destruction of property, isolation from friends and family and
other potential sources of support, threats to others including
children, and control over access to money. Men can also be
abused by their partners but domestic violence is most often
directed toward women.
There has been a major increase in domestic violence in the
world. This year a nationwide survey showed that "8 out of 10
domestic violence shelters nationwide reported an increase in
women seeking help.” The survey also went on to report that
"74% of women stayed with an abuser longer than they should
have for economic reasons, and 58% of shelters reported that
the abuse is more violent now than before the economic downturn.” This shows that financial factors contribute to the problem as well, but the main causes of domestic violence involve
psychological issues that we must deal with in order to stop the
cycle of abuse.
The issue of domestic violence and abuse originates from the
need or the desire to gain power and control over a partner.
Abusive relationships always include an imbalance of power
and control. An abuser uses intimidating, hurtful words and be-

to international peace, which is why
the Special Political and Decolonization Committee must intervene. Violent
extremism is a global challenge, and we
must respond at a global level. A global
coalition have been launched to enhance
coordination with all key partners,
including armed forces, Interpol, the
World Customs Organization, museums and the art market. Countries like
France have even started to integrate
the protection of heritage when training
their armed forces. To protect precious
cultural heritage from being lost forever,
it is essential that we help countries detect stolen cultural property and improve
international cooperation in the investigation, prosecution, and settlement of
cases related to trafficking in cultural
property.

By Rebecca Wakim

haviour to control his or her partner. Abusive people think that
they have the right to control or limit their partners, and they
also may enjoy the feeling that employing power over others
gives them. They often believe that their own needs and feelings
should be prioritised in their relationship and they don’t give
much importance to their partners’ feelings. They use abusive
tactics to dismantle equality and make their partners feel less
valuable, even worthless, and thus less deserving of respect in
the relationship.
Domestic violence can take many forms, including emotional,
sexual, physical, financial, social and online abuse. Emotional
abuse is any act including isolation, verbal assault, intimidation, or any other treatment that may make the other person
feel smaller or less valuable. Sexual violence is any form of
sexual persuasion (physical or emotional) or sexual degradation against an individual. Physical abuse is intentional and
unwanted contact with a person or something close to their
body. Financial abuse is a form of domestic violence in which
the abuser uses money as a means of controlling their partner.
Social abuse involves preventing a person from having social
contact with friends or family or access to social activities.
Finally online or digital abuse is the use of technologies such as
mobile phone texting and social networking to bully, pursue,
cyber-stalk or intimidate a partner.
Finally, we should always remember that the issue of domestic
violence is a very important one. Countless women are hurt
and abused every day, and we must do everything we can to
stand together, and support and help victims and survivors in
any way we can.

By Selina Moussa
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PEOPLE OF SAIMUN

What is the best and worst
part about Ireland?
By Selina Moussa, Kaya
Tueni and Karine Ballout

Firstly, we asked Bahram, originally Indian and living in Dubai.
He is a delegate of Equatorial
Guinea. In his opinion the best
and the worst part about Ireland
is the weather.

Then we went up to Nikki
Carter. he is from Ireland
and is the Director of Secretariat. She thinks the best
part about Ireland is the
beautiful scenery and Trinity College, and the worst
part is the traffic and the
weather.

Later we interviewed Oscar, deputy head of IT. He is a
local. He states that the weather is pretty interesting, you
can get weird weather. He likes
Ireland because it’s a really nice
and beautiful country and it
has many natural landscapes.

We then asked Dylan, an advisor to the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea delegation.
He is from Ireland. He thinks
that the people and the weather are at the same time both
the best and the worst parts
about Ireland.
Afterwards, we spoke to
Finally, we went up to Ziad
Victoria. She is from France and
a Lebanese living in Dubai. He
is a delegate of Oman. She hasn’t
is a delegate of Australia in the
seen a lot of Ireland yet but she
SPECPOL committee. In his opinthinks that till now the worst part
ion the best part about Ireland is
about Ireland is the buses, and
the best part is that the people the food and the worst part would
be the cold weather.
are really nice.

SAIMUN by Numbers
How many leprachauns have you seen so far?
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By Zuzanna Lebek

What’s the best
thing about SAIMUN?
What colour hair
do you have?

What’s the most
terrifying thing?

Is this the first
MUN conferene
you’ve been to?

Interviews
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Emma Fogarty - President of the General Assembly
What is your role?
At the moment I have the same job as the Secretariat so
I’m pretty much just checking through the rooms, making sure that the resolutions are being sent at the right
times, with the right names and then when it comes to
General Assembly on Thursday I will be Main Chair for
that.
How many different MUN conferences have you attended?
I’m not sure. I've been to SAIMUN three times and approximately ten different conferences around the world.
Are there any differences between SAIMUN and other
MUN conferences?
Yes, I think SAIMUN is probably in between Royal Russell MUN and THIMUN from what I have seen in terms
of standard and how it’s done. It’s run very well.
What was your first MUN conference like?
On my first MUN I was doing Admin here at SAIMUN
and I really enjoyed it. I had no idea what was going on.
Then my first MUN as a delegate was terrifying. I loved
it so much and I actually got a Distinguished Delegate
Award the first time, which was pretty great.
What is your favourite part of SAIMUN?
Probably seeing all the international people I have met at
previous conferences. With Royal Russell, for example,
there are lots of people I’m very close to, as well as in
THIMUN where you get even more international stu-

dents. So many people from Turkey!
Do you have any advice for new delegates?
Yes, just have confidence. It really comes down to that. No
matter what point of information or what speech you have,
having confidence will help you. Just have the confidence
to stand up and do it and you will never be the same again.
You will never be afraid of public speaking after you get
used to MUN conferences.

Aaron Speer Head of IT

Maybe hacking into some government’s computer system probably the NSA .

What is the biggest problem that’s happened at SAIMUN?
Last year at SAIMUN 2017 our main server just stopped
working. No one was able to do anything and everyone
was shouting at me over the radios to fix it. It was very
stressful, but after 10 minutes and a restart of the server,
everything was back up and running.

By Aleksandra Colautti

Photo by Julia Sarnowska

What is the best moment in the conference?
When the van is sealed shut for the final time on Thursday
night and I realise that I don’t have to deal with anything to
do with SAIMUN for another year.

By Nickolas Papadopoulous

If you could change one thing about SAIMUN what
would it be?
Replace all the delegates with robots.
In 10 years which program will be most nostalgic for
you?
There is a program called PHP which no one likes and it’s
a bit of a joke but I like it and use it all the time.
If you were arrested for no reason what your family
would assume you had done ?

Photo by Elsa Murray
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16 Years of Model United Nations

Mr. Hehir at his first conference in 2002

Mr. Hehir at SAIMUN Opening Ceremony, 2018

When did you first take part in MUN?
In 2002 I was standing at the water cooler in the
staff room and I was asked by Mr Allen if I wanted
to give a hand on Monday at SAIMUN and I replied
yes, why not. I was going to be Head of Admin. So I
arrived at Jury’s hotel on Monday. I had no idea what
MUN was. We won an award - the DD for the best
Admin. That was my first experience of MUN.

How was SAIMUN founded?
SAIMUN was founded by our previous headmaster,
Mr. Godsil. In our very first year in 1984, students
went to The Hague and were brought by a teacher
from Andrews, Mr Sean O Siochain. He brought
students to The Hague in 1984, 1985 and 1986. Mr.
Godsil then went to Royal Russell in 1987 and The
Hague in 1987 and then we decided to start our own
conference in 1988 - it took place in the school. Mr.
Godsil then became headmaster in 1992 and Mr Allen became Director of SAIMUN. Mr. Allen continued as Director until 2012 and I became Director in
2013.

Have you participated in any MUN debates?
Never, and actually it’s quite interesting. I’ve never
written a resolution, I rarely read resolutions. I proof
read them in Approval Panel but I don’t read them
from the point of view of arguing them because that’s
not my role. My role is to let students do that. It’s very
important because students are the ones who read the
resolutions, who debate resolutions. Some years ago
we were in The Hague, people wanted to do a teacher
debate and I said no because teachers should do one
role and students another.
What distinguishes MUN from other debating
conferences?
I don’t know a lot about other debating conferences
but MUN in general is so multifaceted, there are so
many ways and aspects to get involved. Even the idea
of you researching your country, your topic, the idea
of lobbying, getting to know other people, developing powers of persuasion. It takes place over multiple
days, not a single debate over a few hours. There’s also
the chance for people to progress to Student Officer
and Ambassador Roles, being involved in Press, in IT,
in Administration. All of this is great. The experience
is all about people gaining resilience - MUN allows
that resilience to grow.

What challenges do you face as SAIMUN Director?
One big issue for all of us as teachers is to not get
involved. It might be easier for us to do the jobs
sometimes but if we did the jobs students can’t learn.
There is a huge amount of organisation, with a huge
amount of staff, but I’m very lucky because there are
a huge number of students in the organisation.
What is the educational value of SAIMUN?
It’s all about resilience. Getting from your comfort
zone into a growth zone. Everything we do is about
teaching students independence, to grow and develop aspects of themselves they would not normally do
inside the classroom. It’s all about resilience.

By Aleksandra Colautti
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What is the perfect chair for you?

What would you like your chair to be like?
a) Soft and gullible
b) Strict and adamant
c) Versatile
d) Funny
What is your most predominant trait?
a) Empathy
b) Productivity
c) Practicality
d) Creativity

What are you most likely to do in the morning?
a) Contemplate your life while lying in your bed
b) Work out or organise my notes
c) Clean your room
d) Paint, read
What is your favourite snack?
a) Popcorn
b) Apple
c) Cereal
d) Avocado toast
What is your relationship with the MUN chair?
a) We are friendly, but I don’t stand out
b) The chair usually doesn’t like me
c) I know how to bring the chair on my side
d) It depends on the chair

What is most important for you to enjoy your
MUN experience?
a) Comfort
b) Productivity
c) Convenience
d) Style

What do you think is the most pressing world
problem?
a) Poverty
b) Gender Inequality
c) Climate change
d) Lack of freedom of the press
Why did you join MUN?
a) To make friends
b) To develop as a person
c) To gain experience
d) To learn about politics and world issues
Mostly a) The armchair
You need a chair that is comfortable to sit in. The
armchair provides the comfort and support you
need in everyday life.
Mostly b) The wooden chair
You don’t like to sit. A wooden chair is exactly what
you need to lean on during your productivity strives.
You can be stubborn and cold towards other people.

What do you wear at an MUN conference?
a) A nice jumper and black jeans
b) A shirt and fancy trousers/skirt
c) I try to blend in with the crowd
d) A full suit

Mostly c) The foldable camping chair
You are the most flexible person you know. You like
socialising and the foldable chair enables you to sit
everywhere you want. You can easily adapt to any
situation while maintaining you inner zen.

What is your average daily sitting time?
a) 3-5 hours
b) I don’t sit
c) 1-2 hours minutes
d) I can’t sit for longer than 30 minutes in a row

Mostly d) The designer chair
You love being creative and living creative. Your
chair is there to portray your personality. Sometimes
you go to extreme lengths to maintain a certain image. However, you find it easy to inspire the people
around you with your creativity.

What is your favourite type of holiday?
a) Beach holiday
b) Visiting a new country
c) Camping
d) Staying at home to read, write and do art

By Alice Decaminda
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