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Issue 2

LET THE DEBATES BEGIN!
Dear delegates, SAIMUN 2017 has officially begun. It’s been a very busy first
day with delegates running around to
meet everyone and listen to what others have to say. Firstly the representatives of each committee held their
opening speeches. This was something
new as it had not happened at previous
SAIMUN conferences. The delegates
were immediately put on the spot and
were under immense pressure to speak
in front of people that they haven’t met
before.
The new delegates got to see how
everything works, with a brilliant Powerpoint presentation from Mr.Micallef.
The more experienced MUN participants mingled with other delegates in
the reception area.
The lobbying took place this afternoon
and the delegates managed to learn
more about the topics of the different committees, gathering eachother’s
opinions. The resolutions were presented and discussed with enthusiasm
and motivation.

What a stressful and active first day! We
hope to continue this way throughout the
week. It will be a very eventful week and
we hope that everyone will learn something not only about their delegation but
also about the other delegations that they
are working with.
Here are some quotes from today`s
speeches:
“Looking forward to cooperating with
other countries to find solutions.”Afghanistan
“Ready to take any action.”- Austria
“All things are difficult before they are
easy”- China
Work hard, don’t be shy to speak up,
treat others with respect and don’t forget
to enjoy SAIMUN, make memories and
have fun! Good luck to everyone, have a
fruitful debate.

By Gergana Belcheva

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@SaimunDublin2017
#SAIMUNDUBLIN2017
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@saimun.2017
CHECK OUT MUN FLICKER
sacdublin
One free copy of “The Delegate” for each delegation
each day.
Additional copies on sale in the lobby for €1.

LOBBYING
SPECPOL LOBBYING - By Pamela
Fitzsimons

The Economic and Finance Committee
(ECOFIN) - Sena Alara Ozden

SPECPOL was busy with delegates waiting to make
their points. The main issues discussed were the
‘fair distribution of refugees fleeing from war zones’
and the ‘rise of far-right groups in Europe & U.S.A’.
The first delegate to speak was the Afghani representative who described their diaspora of refugees
mainly to Pakistan, which hosts 1.3 million refugees
since the Soviet Invasion in 1979. The Cuban representative criticized the small number of refugees
taken in by the U.S.A.
Another issue discussed was the ‘Question of
Transnistria’. The Danish representative named it
as the ‘biggest political issue in Europe’ and how
Transnistria has a UN right to gain independence
from Moldova. Moldova described the situation as
a ‘large political, social and economic stress’. They
proposed to resolve and end the conflict ‘once and
for all’. The Russian Federation stated that ‘We
must close this sad chapter in Post-Soviet history.’
The third topic was ‘The rise of far-right groups in
Europe & U.S.A’. One of the countries who spoke
on this sub-topic was Pakistan who were opposed to
the spread of Islamophobia. The Romanian delegation was opposed to the ‘fascism’ that was ‘similar
to the start of WW2’.
The final topic was ‘Youth Unemployment’. This
was discussed by a number of countries who faced
this problem in their own respective societies. Spain
demonstrated their large youth unemployment rate
of 45.1% which is largely due to ‘a lack of attention
to education’.

The Economic and Finance Committee (ECOFIN)
decided to discuss four topics this year: the promotion of international cooperation to curb and recover
illict financial flows;sustainable development of the
Caribbean Sea; unilateral economic measures as a
means of political and economic coercion against
developing countries and the last topic is commodities. On the first day of SAIMUN17 the delegates
started lobbying with their opening speeches.
Illicit financial flows affect many wider policy
objectives, and involve many disparate actors across
a variety of governmental and non-governmental
policy disciplines. There is therefore a high risk that
policies regarding illicit financial flows will be incoherent or badly-coordinated, and that their effectiveness will suffer as a result.
Entering the Caribbean Sea is currently being discussed: only 17 percent of Caribbean households
are connected to acceptable collection and treatment
systems. The majority of the region’s wastewater
spews right into the sea, bringing with it pollutants
like nutrients, fecal matter, toxins, pharmaceuticals,
oil and more.
Delegates urged the international community to
adopt urgent and effective measures to eliminate
the use of unilateral coercive economic measures
against developing countries that are not authorized
by relevant organs of UN or are inconsistent with
the principles of international law as set forth in the
Charter of UN.
The delegates are aware of the fact that the resolutions they will make are not just for their own country, it is also for all the countries. They finished their
opening speeches. And the first timers seem excited!

LOBBYING
Social, Humanitarian an Cultural Committee By Emma Barry

Disec Lobbying - By Ada Jarzebinska

The question of an African Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Zone Treaty was moved mostly by the African
states as they have been talking about the fact that
the radiation from nuclear testing can often affect
them directly. They shown concern as the testing of
the nine countries that currently are in possession of
a nuclear weapon is taking place in territories possessed by them.
Uganda stated that almost 13 African countries have
All the representatives present were unified in their view the possibility of developing a nuclear bomb curthat the rights of indigenous populations should be prorently. Most European countries, especially Italy
tected. Senegal expressed the need for equal representa- Greece and Ireland, mostly focused on strengthention, to ensure the rights of these people are not overing security and cooperation in the Mediterranean
looked. New Zealand brought forward the point that it
region. Emphasizing the refugee crisis, USA stated
is essential to protect them in order to preserve national
that notification of the nuclear tests are crucial in
history and culture.
every manner and will prevent great disasters.
The delegate of UK said that it is UK’s responsibilChild labour was by far the most popular topic in this
ity take part in the discussions on militarization and
committee, and it came up repeatedly. It is an issue
weaponization transparency and good communicafacing over 200 million children today, and is a human
rights violation. Child labour means children don’t have tion.
a chance at a proper childhood and education, which
All of the five permanent members gave strong supmeans they do not have the opportunity to improve their port in terms of discussing the question of the prestandard of living in the long run.
vention of an arms race in outer space. While one
of the member states stated that we need to emphaIt was universally recognised among the delegates that
size this matter as “ we all live under this area and
maintaining a free press is a fundamental issue facing
it would be dangerous if one countries possessed
today’s society and the development of member states.
The delegate from Libya claimed that there could be ‘no control over it”.
This year was the first in SAIMUN history that required
delegates to make a speech expressing their views before
the lobbying could begin. The Social, Humanitarian and
Cultural Committee discussed these issues: the treatment of indigenous peoples by their governments, child
labour, governmental interference in the operation of
free press and privatisation of healthcare in developing
nations.

liberty without freedom of speech’ and the Botswana
delegate explained that ‘free press is a fundamental pillar Russia stated that we must by all means avoid all
conflict in an area which should be in our common
in most free societies’.
Throughout the speeches, the privatisation of healthcare
in developing countries was the only time the majority of
opinions varied, with a few exceptions. Some argued that
it would help improve the economy, while others chose
to stay neutral and others opposed the idea completely.
Cuba explained that under their system, poor and rich
alike have access to affordable healthcare.
Angola’s representative said something that expressed
the universal opinion of most of the delegates, who
expressed their need for ‘long term solutions, not short
term compromises’.

interest that is the race to outer space.
Japan stated that notification of nuclear test is a
pressing issue, especially due to the fact that our
nations need to work together to resolve and eliminate this issue. Mauretania staeted taht countries can
have nuclear weapon but under certain rules strictly
supervised by the UN.

COMMITTEE TOPICS
The Question of Child Labour (SOCHUM) - By
Gergana Belcheva
I picked the topic of child labor as it’s one of the
themes that touched me the most. Child labor is
most common in LEDCs and can be defined as the
employment of an underaged person which deprives
him or her from having a fulfilled childhood and
from receiving an education. This work can be physically harmful for a child. Many children work fulltime and have little or no free time to play and enjoy
their childhood.
The laws of many countries state that it is illegal to
hire a person who is under 18 years of age or (16
in some cases) for a full-time job but in places like
Ethiopia and Pakistan children are put to work as
early as the age of 5. These young people are forced
to perform all kinds of heavy tasks like ploughing
a field in a very hot and humid day. In return they
receive very little money e.g. 60p an hour is the
amount given to underaged workers in sweatshops.
This money is used to help support the whole family.
Poverty can be described as the direct cause of child
labor. LEDCs have high levels of poverty, and children are preferred by employers as they do not need
to be paid as much as adults do. Underaged workers
do not have any workers’ rights and are not part of
unions which would help them improve their working conditions. Sometimes children can be treated
very harshly and unfairly at their work place for
example those who work in the fashion industry need
to follow a certain diet.
In countries like Ethiopia schools are scarce and located far away from crowded areas. Therefore, there
are more children that work than who go to school.
Thus, they cannot get better jobs later in life and end
up living in poverty just like their parents and grandparents did before them and the poverty cycle continues. Family sizes in LEDCS are also much bigger
than in Europe and North America so every member
of the family should work for everyone to be able
to survive. A number of humanitarian organizations
have been trying to overcome these problems by
providing lunches at school. Parents now send their
children to school so they can get a meal.

The Question Of Combatting The Illegal Trade
In Wildlife - By Hannah Moran
Illegal trade in wildlife is a huge issue which threatens
many species of animals on our planet into extreme endangerment and in some cases extinction. Statistics show
that there were at least 20,000 African elephants killed in
2013 with an estimate of only 500,000 of them left in that
year which proves that this is a huge problem. They’re
killed for their ivory tusks which sold for on average
$500 a pound in 2016. Similarly, rhinoceroses are killed
for their horns which are believed to contain properties that can cure certain illnesses and fevers in Eastern
medicine, despite this statement is false.
Illegal trade in wildlife includes the trade of skin, meat,
bones and other animal products. It can also include the
trade of living animals to zoos, collectors, and criminal
gangs to name a few. What’s becoming increasingly common is that large, heavily-armed militias are sweeping
across Africa, South America, and Asia in helicopters
using night vision goggles to kill even more animals than
they were previously doing. Due to the advanced equipment and weapons that poachers can get their hands on,
more and more species are being killed at a faster rate.
Many terrorist groups have become involved in illegal
trading of products such as ivory as it helps to fund
their organisations. For example, the terrorist group
Al-Shabaab, who have claimed allegiance to Al- Qaeda,
receive 40% of their funds from selling ivory on the
black market.
It is very difficult to get accurate data of illegal poaching
but TRAFFIC, which is a wildlife trade monitoring network estimated that the illegal trade of wildlife generates
millions of dollars every single year. Last year in South
Africa alone it was reported that 1,054 rhinoceroses were
killed, representing approximately 6% of the population.
This is extremely close to the birth rate of rhinoceroses
meaning the population is at a tipping point. To help
prevent poaching and illegal trading, organisations such
as WWF are encouraging and trying to persuade consumers to make the right choice and to not purchase any
products that were made using illegal materials. They are
also encouraging store owners, suppliers and manufacturers not to sell or produce these illegal items.

COMMITTEE TOPICS
The Question of Transnistria (SPECPOL) By Pamela Fitzsimons

The Question of Youth Unemployment
(SPECPOL) - By Sophie McCormick

Transnistria is a self-declared independent territory with
a population of around 530,000 people. The land is mainly
flat and sparsely populated except for the capital, Tiraspol.
The UN recognizes Transnistria as a part of Moldova. The
territory declared itself independent from Moldova after a
bitter conflict between Moldovan troops and the police, as
well as the Russian-backed pro-Transnistrian forces after
the breakup of the Soviet Union. It has since been a hotbed
of political conflict. The majority of the population speak
Russian as their first language. This is due to the large
number of Russians settled there during the Stalin-era. The
Transnistrian government has expressed wishes to gain full
independence from Moldova and to ensure closer relations
with Russia. Transnistria is the only country in the world
still to display the old-school socialist hammer and sickle
emblem on their flag.

Youth unemployment is an issue that is covered in the Health
and Youth committee. Youth unemployment is defined by the
United Nations as being ‘someone who is aged between 15
and 24 who does not have a job but is actively seeking work.’
Two out of every five young people of working age are either
unemployed or working jobs that do not enable them to escape
poverty.
Globally, the amount of young people who are be willing to
emigrate in hope of seeking a new job is 20% (as of 2015).
These people are living in countries that are lacking in good
quality jobs and opportunities, so therefore they are willing to
permanently migrate aboard.
Here in Ireland the youth unemployment rate reached an alltime high of 31.6% in February 2012, but this has been reduced
to 19.7% in October of 2015. There are 71 million unemployed
youths worldwide. In every country in the world youth unemployment rates are historically four to five times more than the
adult rates.
The problem is that 31% of youth that live in low-income
countries have no educational qualifications at all, making
it challenging for them to get a job. In lower middle-income
countries 6% are uneducated and in upper middle-income
countries 2%. Many governments are trying to ensure that
young people can be equipped with the skills employers are
looking for.
Another problem for young people looking to have to have a
stable job is that the transition period takes an average of 19
months. However, if a young person has a university education they are able to move to a stable job in a only a third of
the time needed for a youth with only a primary education.
The rate of youth who work on a part-time basis during their
tertiary education is low in European countries like Italy, Spain
and France. In the United States almost one-third of students
combine education and work.
In most countries the number of young women working in the
labour market is significantly lower than the amount of young
men. This means women are more exposed to unemployment
than their male counterpart.
The development of temporary work such as internships, seasonal jobs and short term contracts has left young workers in a
situation where their jobs are continually based on temporary
contracts. This means youth are often the first to be laid off if
the company downsizes.
A more equal treatment between permanent and temporary
workers needs to be encouraged to help combat unemployment. Young people that lack work experience need to given a
chance to prove their abilities and skills, which will then allow
them to move into regular employment.
The International Labour Organization (ILO) said that a Global
Initiative is to generate decent jobs for youth and help to assist
them in their transition from school-to-work. Their aim is to
contribute to the promotion of decent work for youth through
the expansion and consolidation of the knowledge base of
youth employment and legislation.

Transnistria is in an unusual location, located between
EU-friendly Moldova and South-Western Russia, friendly
Ukraine. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has
stated that Russia would like to ‘keep the status quo’,
which gives good reason for Transnistria to feel closer to
Moscow than Chisinau. Pro-European government officials
in Moldova have built up close relations with the EU so
that if they receive membership, they will have the protection of the 28 member-state European Union.
The Transnistrian war was a conflict that took place from
1990 to 1992. The main cause of the conflict was the tension between the ethnic Moldovans and the Pro-Independence Transnistrians with Russian assistance. A peace treaty
was signed in 1992 along with the establishment of a 10km
demilitarized zone on the Moldovan-Ukrainian border. After securing the influence of Transnistria, the Kremlin will
be more than likely focused on pulling Moldova to their
sphere of influence, historically and linguistically.
The theory of reduced tariffs on Transnistrian goods
(mainly steel) will benefit Transnistria. Sergei Shirokov, a
local political scientist, says that ‘moving to Europe at the
expense of Russia contradicts the wishes of the population.
With Russia providing most of the economic assistance to
Transnistria and the Russian Federation annexing Crimea
(after the majority of the Crimean population requested a
reunification with Russia), a possible unification betweenRussia and Transnistria is not too unthinkable to imagine.
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INTERVIEWS
Zara Kramer, Aisling Madden and Emily
Wyer - Heads of Admin
What are your responsibilities as Head of ADMIN?
We’re in charge of all the resolutions. We’re responsible
for the orderly running of the conference. We just want
to say that we have the right to overrule. And we love it.
What do you most enjoy about ADMIN?
Walkie talkies are the best for sure. It is so much fun to
go around with walkie talkies and be in communication
with everyone. We also enjoy getting to boss people
around the place
What has your favourite conference been?
I really enjoyed both SAIMUN 2015 and 2016. Last
year was brilliant because we knew more and got more
involved. But all of the conferences we have partaken in
have been individually great.
Do you have any tips for newcomers?
Yes, we suggest that you try to be confident and not to
stress about anything - that’s easier said than done! All
the people here are in the same boat, so you don’t need
to worry about making a mistake, and so try to have fun
as much as you can. The conference is a great opportunity to meet new people, to speak publicly and also to
learn loads about the world we live in.
How did you get involved in MUN?
We got involved because of Mr. Hehir, there was no
way we wouldn’t have been able to not do it. Also because of Hilary McKenna who inspired us to try MUN
and to get involved.

Zara Kramer, Aisling Madden and Emily Wyer

Aaron Speer - Head of IT
What are your responsibilities as Head of IT?
Making sure the system is working for all the resolutions and making sure that the laptops are working. And
making printers work. Actually all the technology is my
responsibility.
What do you most enjoy about IT?
I have learnt so much about IT, MUN and the technological aspect of an event. I love when things run
smoothly, it makes everyone’s life so much easier. But
since its SAIMUN that is very rare. There is always
something to be done.
What has your favourite conference been?
SAIMUN 2016 was my favourite conference. It was my
first year being heavily involved, and since Jack Harley
was in charge I had very little responsibility. But now
I’m head of IT and I am constantly busy.
How did you get interested in the IT aspect of MUN?
I was IT in last year so I joined this year too. I have
always been interested in computers, programming etc.
Mr Hehir approached me asking if I could assist with
the running of IT. This conference helps me to create a
practical application to my interests, and I have learnt
so much.
How did you get involved in MUN?
I asked if I can help with the IT at SAIMUN 2016, I
worked with Jack Harley last year. Mr Hehir asked me
if I could help out and get involved. I thought it would
be fun.

Aaron Speer

INTERVIEWS
Head Chair of the Economic and Finance
Committee- Ryan McGrath

How did you get interested in MUN?

I suppose I always heard that it was a great thing
to get involved in. And the opportunity presented
itself to me when I was in 3rd Year, and I just said
What does the role of Head Chair entail?
yeah why not? I was maybe a bit young to start, I
was a bit nervous, but overall it was an amazing
Well at the moment I’m assisting in the delegates’
lobbying process. Since the chairs are the ones with experience.
the most experience, we help out the less experienced delegates by answering any questions they
Do you think MUN has maybe affected your
have and help them with the lobbying. Later on in
future career, has MUN inspired you to get inthe week I will be conducting the debate.
volved in politics?
What was your first MUN conference?
There is a course next year that I want to do involving Political Science so I think MUN has obviously
My first SAIMUN conference was in 3rd Year. I
inspired and helped me become interested in the
went to Royal Russell in 4th year, it was an amazrunning of our country and world. Without having
ing experience and was also my first time abroad.
the experience that I have gained from SAIMUN I
I did SAIMUN in fourth and fifth year, this is my
would not be interested in Political Science.
fourth conference. This year is my first time being
a chair, and I am very grateful and excited for the
opportunity.
What do you enjoy most about your role as
chair, and the conference?
I love the fact that you meet so many people from
all around the world, and you will be able to stay
in contact with these people. They are like-minded
people, with similar interests and they enjoy the
same things as you, it’s just so much fun. As well
as this it really just opens your mind to the problems of the world.
What was your favourite conference?
It has to be SAIMUN, I think it’s the best. The
people, the organisation just sets it apart from any
other conference.

Ryan McGrath

COMMITTEE ISSUES
The Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC)
1.
The question of an African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty.
2.
The question of the prevention of an arms race in outer space.
3.
The question of notification of nuclear tests.
4.
The question of the strengthening of security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region.
The Economic and Finance Committee (ECOFIN)
1.
The question of the promotion of international cooperation to curb and recover illicit financial flows.
2.
The question of the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations.
3.
The question of unilateral economic measures as a means of political and economic coercion against developing
countries.
4.
The question of commodities.
The Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Committee (SOCHUM)
1.
The question of the treatment of indigenous peoples by their governments.
2.
The question of child labour.
3.
The question of governmental interference in the operation of a free press.
4.
The question of the privatization of healthcare in developing nations.
The Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL)
1.
The question of the fair distribution of refugees fleeing war zones.
2.
The question of Transnistria.
3.
The question of the rise of far-right groups in Europe and the United States of America.
4.
The question of youth unemployment.
The Special Conference on Health and Youth
1.
The question of preventing discrimination against children infected by HIV/AIDS.
2.
The question of ensuring a programme for the systematic sexual education of adolescents at school.
3.
The question of mental health and youth.
4.
The question of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in children from conflict zones.
The Environment Committee
1.
The question of the safe disposal of chemicals and chemical waste in developing nations.
2.
The question of combatting the illegal trade in wildlife.
3.
The question of integrating the environment into the long-term strategic planning of urban areas.
4.
The question of preventing land degradation in sub-Saharan Africa.
The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
1.
The question of international tax cooperation as a way of promoting development.
2.
The question of investing in sustainable energy for rural areas.
3.
The question of promoting rights and strengthening protections for older persons.
4.
The question of developing The Circular Economy.
The Security Council
1.
The question of cybersecurity.
2.
The question of Syria.
3.
The question of strengthening the UN-AU partnership in peace and security.
Further topics may be added to the Security Council agenda between now and the conference. A topic may be removed
from the Security Council agenda if there is a satisfactory resolution to the issue prior to the conference.

FUN PAGE
Sagittarius (Nov 23 - Dec 21)
There’s a 50/50 chance that you are going to speakHoroscopes
ing at General Assembly this week so watch out for
things that are going to make you fall (becuase we
Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
don’t want a JLaw moment!).
If someone doesn’t agree with you don’t get mad, hear
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 20)
them out and listen to what they have to say.
Take a risk with your resolution this week! SomeTaurus (Apr 21 - May 21)
thing great will happen from it.
Make sure you have a spare pen handy as someone
Aquarius (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
from your delegation is going to lose theirs.
Your originality and honesty might help you win
Gemini (May 22 - June 21)
‘Best Speaker’.
Step out of your comfort zone and go talk to other delPisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
egates. You never know, you might make friends for
Your impeccable style will have all eyes on you
life!
when you walk into GA.
Cancer (June 22 - July 22)
Someone might try to steal your best pen on Thursday
so keep watch!
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22)
Don’t let your bossy side take complete control over
you this week!
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 23)
If something goes wrong, don’t worry too much. Buy
yourself an ice-cream at Teddy’s down the road.
Libra (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
Use your charm to help out your delegation cause you
might need it later on in the week.
Scorpio (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
Your determination might help your delegation win
‘Best Delegation’ at the closing ceremony.

Editor’s Column - Shane Hynes
So it’s the second day of the conference, you have finished your resolutions, made some friends, and hopefully enjoyed your
experience so far. Today you are going to be in session in your separate committee rooms, debating resolutions. You will be
bombarded with clauses, amendments and points of information. Yet after a few hours you will get into the rhythm of it. I recommend that you read every resolution carefully, analyse it and then decide on your nation’s stance. Then you should try find
parts of the resolution that need clarity or that you agree or disagree with.
Watch how the more experienced delegates speak, how they start their sentences and how they form their speeches. Try to say
one thing about each resolution. The hardest thing to do is stand up and speak out, but afterwards you will feel great.
Also, I will talk about a few common mistakes that most people experience at one stage. The funding you get from the UN is
unlimited, it simplifies the debating A LOT. Gentlemen you need to wear your jackets when speaking. Points of personal privilege relate to when someone didn’t hear what you said.
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