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GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The General Assembly took place on the final
day of the 2017 SAIMUN conference in the
Carlisle Hall. During the General Assembly, the
delegates debated seven different resolutions
from each committee. The resolutions presented
were: ‘Preventing land degradation in sub-Saharan Africa’; ‘The question of Transnistria’; ‘The
strengthening of security and cooperation in the
Mediterranean Sea’; ‘Investigating in sustainable
energy to rural areas’; ‘Sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future
generations’; ‘Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in
children of conflict zones’ and ‘The question of
Child Labour.’

The second resolution was on the ‘Question
of Transnistria’ and its interntional status.
The USA delegation commented that ‘the
conflict has gone on too long and the people
of Transnistria have suffered under a corrupt
government for long enough’. USA added that
‘The 530,000 citizens of Transnistria deserve
choice, freedom and liberty in their everyday
lives.’ Mexico emphasised the importance of
ensuring that a process of investigation into
past human rights abuses carried out by the
Transnistrian de-facto government during the
Transnistrian war actually took place.

The Moldovan delegate made their message
The first resolution was from the Environment
clear on the subject of the Russian troops
Committee. The main subject of this resolution
stationed in Transnistria since the breakup of
was the ‘prevention of land degradation in Sub- the former Soviet Union: ‘The Russian troops
Saharan Africa’. The Togo delegation stated that have no right to be present on our soil; this is
the resolution ‘solved this issue of paramount
a violation of our national sovereignty’. The
importance.’ The Ukrainian delegation then reMoldovan delegation also made a remark on
plied to this by referring to a ‘potential problem the polls carried out in Transnistria in regards
of over-population’. The delegation of Nigeria
to the popularity of becoming independent
then declared that this resolution was very posi- or joining a union with Russia. The Norwetive and they believed that it presented solugian delegation said something similar to
tions to problems but added that ‘prevention (of the American delegation with a comment on
problems) is a lot more effective’. The Brazilian how the Transnistrian public should have the
delegation then brought up the subject of possi- right to choose its own future democratically.
ble previous overdue loans that could lead to the The Zimbabwe delegation disapproved of the
stopping of funding from the World Bank in the resolution as a whole as they disagreed with
future with the educational project. The Russian Transnistria becoming an independent and
Federation then commented that this resolution
internationally recognised state: ‘the crime and
was crucial in terms of helping to ‘solve the larg- human trafficking is too high for Transnistria
est problem that Africa as a continent will face
to survive as an independent state’. The resolufor future decades.’ The subsequent resolution
tion subsequently failed with 22 in favour for
passed with 82 in favour for the resolution, 13
the resolution, 17 against and 13 abstaining.
against and 8 abstentions.
BY PAMELA FITZSIMONS

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
At GA the third resolution was submitted by the Disar- The vote was very close and it narrowly failed,
mament and International Security Committee. It was with 49 votes in favour and 54 votes against it.
based on the question of the strengthening of security
The fourth resolution was from the Economic
and cooperation in the Mediterranean region.
and Social Council and it was about sustainable
energy in rural areas. The first delegate spoke
The first speaker up was the delegate from the UK
in favour of the resolution and their ideas cenwho supported the resolution. He spoke about how
tred around areas without a main energy source.
they were striving ‘for long lasting peace’. Their
resolution involved building on the current initiatives Instead of introducing fossil fuels, they woild
in place, and establishing an economic aid programme provide incentives so that countries could instead
in North Africa. The UK delegate stated that they had use renewable energy sources instead.
‘realistic long term and short term objectives’.
Nigeria supported the resolution as well and said
Nigeria also supported the resolution and spoke about that the resolution was great as it gave different
‘reducing the economic disparities’ and reducing ‘the options (Clauses 1 and 7) on how to introduce
sustainable energy. They also said their target naeffects of poverty and desertification’. Romania presented a point of information regarding the continued tions were those that had natural features such as
lots of sun, or strong wind etc. They also specified
use of the much hated Barcelona process, but Nigethat the incentives could provide for a potential
ria’s representative responded by pointing out they
source of foreign investment. Togo stated that it
would be building on the initiative, as it would take
would help provide renewable energy to areas
too much time and resources to start from scratch.
which lacked this energy.
Iran was the first delegate to oppose the resolution,
and questioned why this resolution spoke about giving Panama opposed the resolution and claimed that it
contained many flaws and vague ideas. They also
weapons to the police and asked where the funding
needed would come from. He also claimed it was not stated that the idea to nationalise power stations
DISEC’s job to tackle the migrant crisis as that is a hu- directly contradicted Clause 7 which claimed the
initiative would encourage foreign investment.
man rights issue, and the resolution will not do anything the EU do not already do.
South Korea also supported the resolution as thy
argued it would develop sustainable renewable
Germany also disagreed with the resolution and seconded Iran’s point about how it is not their job to deal energy in rural areas in an ‘adequate’ way. Australia gave the resolution its support. USA opwith this issue and asked a number of relevant quesposed on the basis that there was no real economtions: Where will the aid go? How will they combat
corruption? He also pointed out that Syria and its se- ic incentive as fossil fuels are so much cheaper.
curity had not been dealt with. Senegal also opposed Congo also opposed the resolution.
it and discussed its ‘many faults’.
The resolution passed with 50 votes in favour, 45
Libya supported it and said that Clause B providvotes against and 10 abstentions.
ing more aid would result in more stability.They also
recognised Clause 5’s special training programmes.
Afghanistan also supported it and claimed that while
it is not perfect it have many advantages and they
thought aid for refugees and a solution for desertification were a must.

BY EMMA BARRY

ICJ AND SECURITY COUNCIL
ICJ

Security Council

After three days of fruitful sessions the ICJ judges
voted today in favour of Kenia. The past three days
they were presented evidence and interviewed
witnesses. Based on this they decided on who to vote
on while presenting the arguments that they accept as
valid and reasonable.
Kenia won with nine votes from Judge Muller,
Beglan, Palmer, Poursafar, Owens, Dadas, Niechcial,
Registrant Strauch and President Heron. The judges
that voted for Somalia were Judge Lomaca, Ordell,
Quinn, Smith and Birla.
The arguments for Kenya were the fact that they have
historic title which was shown on a map from 1924,
though some of the judges didn’t take this information
as a valuable evidence. There is also an article that
puts Kenya in favour as they wanted to act in good
will but were rejected by the Somalian government.
They were also presented with special circumstances
such as piracy and the instable government in
Somalia. Also there some trouble with the Tanzanian
border might present itself in the future. One of the
witnesses yesterday was the ambassador of the UK
and he had shown some evidence that worked well in
favour of Kenia and were another point that justified
the historical claim of the territory.
Somalia’s supporters on the other hand justified their
position by bringing up the international laws such as
UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea) and Maritime zone act. Some of the judges
were demanding that Kenia should pay reparations to
Somalia since they were using the oil on this territory
since 2015.
The final result will be presented during the General
Assembly.

On Thursday morning while most delegates were
sitting in General Assembly, the Security Council
was still in session. Inside the Security Council
the atmosphere was relaxed and calm. Everyone
was having a good time while debating important
real world issues as outlined by the delegated
from Uruguay Berk Demirci: “We are great at
cooperating, agreeing on clauses and resolutions
despite the numerous conflicts that arise right
after a new issue is raised”.

BY ADA JARSEBINSKA

BY GERGANA BELCHEVA

Discussion was taking place about the partnership
between the UN and the African Union. One of
UN’s jobs is to ensure peace, security and
stability in the African Union. Unfortunately in
the past there has been a lack of communication
between the two sides and the UN has failed to
meet the needs of the African Union. The members of the Security Council suggested a reform
of the agreement between the two sides. They
proposed an independent panel between the UN
and the African Union without the need for the
involvement of the Secretary General. This would
result, it was argued, in a more adequate
connection between the two unions. The UN
should aim to strengthen its bonds with the
African Union and to maintain and enhance the
human rights of the member nations.
It was said that mistakes of the Security
Council in the past had led to some of the tragedies faced by Africa and the African Union. If
the two organisations met annually they would
hopefully be able to overcome these problems
from the past. The clause allowed the African
Union to make its own decisions with the support
of the UN. This would differ from previous times
as the UN used to be more dominant in decision
making. Now the African Union will have more
independence. The clause was passed successfully.

INTERVIEWS
INTERVIEW WITH ASSOCIATE SAIMUN
DIRECTOR - MR.MICALLEF

What aspect of MUN do you enjoy the most?

I think what I love the most is working with the
delegates
What is your experience with MUN?
and what I especially like to see is delegates doing things they didn’t think they would be able
I started MUN about 17 years ago. I was working
to do. I think that when I see delegates debating
in Kenya, and part of my job description was to be these really complex questions, with such poise
the MUN advisor. I knew absolutely nothing about and expertise, it is probably what I like the most.

it at the time but for the two and a half years I was
there I ended up taking students to the East African
Model United Nations, which was held in the UN
headquarters in Nairobi. I came back to England
after that and I set up a small MUN in the school
there, but then I moved over to Ireland pretty
quickly, and got involved in SAIMUN, and I’ve
been doing that since 2002.
What is your role in SAIMUN?

Do you have any advice for new delegates?
Well I think the most difficult thing to do is to say
your first thing. Once you get over that hurdle of
making your first point of information, or asking your first question, everyone seems to relax
a bit. Apart from that, the students that are well
prepared and know their countries inside out, the
experts, they always to very well. Also speaking
with confidence makes a huge difference. Even
if you aren’t feeling particularly confident, If you
speak with confidence people tend to believe you,
and think you know what you’re talking about.

I take a lot of photographs, I help out on the approval panel, if delegates have an issue with any
of the resolutions, I give advice. I’ve done little
What is your favourite MUN conference?
bit of everything really over the years, I used to do
approval panel but that’s now in far better hands! Well SIAMUN of course, it is a great conference,
a really good quality conference, the debates are
Working with delegates is really what I do.
always good quality and it’s really well organised. It’s our home conference, you know, so it’s
always great to have all the different schools here,
and there are advisors I’ve gotten to know over
the years and it’s great to host them in Dublin.
Although I have to say, I really enjoy the Royal
Russell, it’s a brilliant conference as well, the
Hague is always fun too. Of course I will always
remember my first conference, standing in the
auditorium, in the UN headquarters in Nairobi.
They would always start by singing ‘God Bless
Africa’, and that was a spine tingling moment, it
was really quite spectacular. I always look back
on that and remember it as a great moment. It was
the point when I thought that I’m really glad to be
involved in this.
MR MICALLEF

BY EMMA BARRY

INTERVIEWS
INTERVIEW WITH HEAD OF PRESS CHARLES BRACKEN

INTERVIEW WITH DISEC DELEGATE ELIF GOKSU KIZILYAR, VIETNAM

How did you get involved in Press?

What issue are you working on today?
We are in General Assembly today and we are discussI got involved in Press because of photography. One of my friends
ing different topics from each committee. We will be
Cassandra was the Head of Press last year and she thought I might
working therefore on a wide range of topics.
be good at it.
What is your favourite part about being in Press?

Which countries resolution have you worked on?
We worked on Costa Rica’s resolution about the notification of nuclear tests.

I like the constant work of trying to publish new articles, doing
interviews, taking pictures and creating memes for our target audience.
What is your role in the committee?
Did you encounter any difficulties as Head of Press?

I represent Vietnam and I am also the Ambassador.
Did you choose to work in DISEC? If so, why?

It`s very hard to keep up with deadlines and to keep track of all of
Yes I did. I chose to work in DISEC because of recent
our journalists but I managed very well.
This is your last year in MUN what will you miss the most?
I will miss the people, the excitement, the free food, the free coffee and the free breakfast.
How is this MUN different from the previous conferences?

experience I had at another MUN. Initially I wanted to
be in the
Security Council but then they told us we were going
to represent Vietnam. Of course, Vietnam is not a
member of the Security Council. So I chose the committee which is closest to the SC in the terms of the
issues discussed.

It`s different for me because I am Head of Press. Of course every
What are your impressions of this week in SAIyear we get new people and experience new things. I have tried to
MUN?
improve the Press Team and make us quicker – and better.
Are you planning to study politics in the future?
No, I’m not - I will be joining the United States Army.

Well, it is obviously tiring because of the fact we have
worked non-stop for like four and half hours but I do
love the people here.
What do you think about the Press Team?
- I think you guys are working really hard for us. Me
and my friends just appreciate that. We love you!!!

CHARLES BRACKEN

BY GERGANA BELCHEVA

ELIF GOKSU KIZILYAR

BY SENA ALARA OZDEN

GA SPECPOL TOPIC
Debated in Genral Assembly today, the separatist
region of Transnistria, a narrow strip of land between the Dniester River and the Ukrainian border, broke away from Moldova after a brief
war in 1992.
The population of the country is 530.000, its main
city is Tiraspol and the main religion is Christianity. People speak Russian, Moldovan and Ukrainian in the country. The largest ethnic group is Moldovans. To the east is Ukraine, Russian-occupied
Crimea, and the Black Sea. Pulled between east
and west, resurgent Russia and western-minded
Moldova.
During the 19th century, present-day Moldova
was part of the Russian Empire, on land which the
Ottoman Empire had ceded to Russia. Following
the Russian Revolution of 1917, the Moldovan
Parliament formed and, in 1918, joined the Kingdom of Romania. The newly-formed Soviet Union
(USSR) did not recognize Romania’s political
control of what it considered Russian territory. In
1924, the USSR created the Moldavian Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic out of the territory
that it still controlled: the land east of the Dniester,
modern Transnistria. During and after the Second
World War, the USSR regained control of all of
present-day Moldova; it maintained control over
this area until 1990.

After the dissolution of the USSR, tensions
between Moldova and the breakaway Transnistrian territory escalated into a military conflict
that started in March 1992 and was concluded
by a ceasefire in July of the same year. As
part of that agreement, a three-party (Russia,
Moldova, Transnistria) Joint Control Commission supervises the security arrangements
in the demilitarized zone, comprising twenty
localities on both sides of the river. Although
the ceasefire has held, the territory’s political
status remains unresolved
The ongoing presence of Russian troops has
been a stumbling block in peace talks and the
West is concerned about the Soviet-era arsenal in the territory. A pull-out began in 2001
but was halted when Transnistria blocked the
dispatch of weapons
In 2004 a Russian-brokered plan, which would
have made the presence of Russian troops permanent, sparked mass protests in Moldova and
was shelved.
Following the 2005 Agreement between Moldova and Ukraine, all Transnistrian companies
must be registered with the Moldovan authorities. After being suspended in 2006, conflict
resolution talks involving Moldova, Transnistria, Russia, Ukraine and the OSCE resumed in
2008.
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EXPERIENCES
I was very sceptical about Ireland at first as a lot
of people
had told me that Ireland is just like Belgium - grey
days without much sun but large amounts of rainfall. This is of course true but I learnt the country
was different than I imagined as soon as we landed in Dublin last Monday morning. We were all
in a rush to get to the conference on time and not
many of us paid too much attention to the places
that we drove by, but something got me. I don’t
know if it was the atmosphere or the happy people
that surrounded us but I started liking Ireland from
that moment.
I have not seen much of Dublin yet because the
conference has been very busy but I really admire
the few bits of the city that I saw. From the Press
Office we have a very nice view of the Irish Sea
that I can look at for a long time without getting
bored. Our hotel is also located near the water and
the atmosphere is very relaxing. Bray Head is also
located very close to where we are staying. I enjoy
going to the sea and the mountains so having both
of them right next to me makes me really happy.
The Irish people seem very kind and cheerful even
though I don’t always understand their humour.
Unfortunately, I will be going back to Brussels
tomorrow but I know that I will definitely return
to Ireland again.

BY GERGANA BELCHEVA

When you land at the Dublin airport at first you wonder
whether you arrived in the right country. The reason
for that is because everywhere you can see signs in a
language you have never seen in your life. It is quite
hilarious actually as later you learn that people don’t
really speak Irish and the only place I have heard for a
longer time then a simple announcement in a train was
the church and even then people were provided with a
small booklet that contained the English translation to
understand what is going on.
Dublin alone looks a lot like other European Cities. It
has lots of monuments mixed with modern architecture. The thing that I find really characteristic when
it goes to the Dublin on a Friday night is something
that I experienced before only in the UK. And it is the
overwhelming amount of people that go to the pub,
not just for a pint with your friends but to get complete
wasted. So the streets are full, the pubs are full and the
city centre seems to be just filled with people smoking
cigarettes.
When it goes to Dun Laoghaire I absolutely love that
the conference is located in such a beautiful place.
The fact that I could see the sea from my hotel every
morning made me quite ecstatic. The neighbourhood is
wonderful with the band stand and the shore filed with
yachts.
The other aspect are the people, according to my
friends they are incredibly nice, always saying hi and
apologising a lot. Also it can be hard to understand
some of them as they can speak with a really strong
accent.
To summarize Ireland is a wonderful country and I
would definitely like to visit a different part of it in the
future.

BY ADA JARSEBINSKA
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EDITOR’S COLUMN
Shane Hynes
SAIMUN 2017 has officially finished! Well done to everyone involved: Delegates, Student
Officers, Admin, IT, advisors, chairs and, of course, the Press. It has been a brilliant week
of lobbying, debating, meeting new people and hopefully putting yourself out of your comfort zone. Everyone all did their little bit and the collective effort all combined to create an
amazing conference. This year was also one of the smoothest: IT made sure the technology
was perfect, Admin made sure all the resolutions were printed on time and the chairs and
delegates worked together to create fruitful debate.
This was also my first year on the Press Team and I learnt about how much work is involved in generating a newspaper every day of the conference. We also implemented the
very first MUN Meme page, which was a success. The experience of being a member of
the Press Team also gave me an insight into how much work goes on behind the scenes - by
staff, by Admin and by IT especially. The Admin office was in a constant state of motion,
with the printer churning out copy upon copy of each resolution. The IT staff were faced
with problems that any mere mortal could not even hope to comprehend: the servers’ hard
drives were overloaded and people were briefly moaning about stuff they just couldn’t fix.
However, despite all these quandries everyone still had perfect WIFI, well most of the time
anyway! I also saw the hard work that the Advisors do, especially Mr Quinn and Ms Moran on the Approval Panel and Ms Carter in Admin - without their hard work the resolution
process would not have run as smoothly as it did. And of course, Mr Hehir – without whom
nothing would happen…..
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