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Welcome to
SAIMUN 2019!

Quote of the Day - Equality
for women is progress for
all - Ban Ki Moon

Remember to follow us on
Welcome one and all to the 31st annual St. tarian and cultural issues, all of
Andrew’s Model United Nations conference. which have a huge impact on
Let the debating commence!
the world in which we live.
Yesterday afternoon saw the first day of
lobbying, wherein delegates in their respective committees discussed a range of issues
and tried to merge and agree on resolutions. Questions of the role social media
plays in elections, virginity testing, and
scepticism towards vaccinations are among
the pressing issues which will be tackled
this week by delegates in SAIMUN’s eight
committees – DISEC, ECOFIN, SOCHUM,
SPECPOL, ECOSOC, Environment, Security Council and the Special Conference on
Science and Technology. The International
Court of Justice will also be adjudicating on
the case of Nauru v Australia.
Today will begin with the much-anticipated
Opening Ceremony – and then the real
work of the conference will begin. The
Opening Ceremony will feature speeches
from Professor Luke O’Neill, Professor of
Biochemistry in the School of Biochemistry
and Immunology at Trinity College Dublin,
Mrs Kirby, Headmistress of St Andrew’s
College, Mr Hehir, Director of SAIMUN and
Leah O’Connor, our Co-Secretary General.
We will officially welcome participants
from almost 20 countries from Ireland to
Romania and South Africa to Peru, who
are this week representing more than 90
United Nations member countries. Opening
speeches from committee leaders will seek
to inspire and encourage for the upcoming
eventful week.

While the conference is indeed
focused on debating and placard
waving as each person strives
to get their opinion heard and
their resolution passed, one of
the hallmarks of SAIMUN is the
atmosphere of comradery and
friendship which permeates the
proceedings. Here at SAIMUN
we seek to work together, to find
compromises and to promote
peace-keeping and diplomacy.

Twitter
@SaimunDublin2019
and Instagram
@standrewsmun
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Today marks a week which will see engaged young people from all across the
globe fill the impressive halls of the spectacular Royal Marine Hotel in Dun Laoighre
with intellectual debate and impassioned
discussion on a range of political, humaniBy Jacques Reidy
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People of
SAIMUN
The first group we came across happened to be
a group of four friends from St Andrew’s College
Dublin, all of them first-time delegates. Lauren
Biggar, Romy Ryan, Sydney Derham and Lauren
Dillon all admitted that since this is their first
MUN conference they’re all quite nervous and
excited at the same time.
Next, we got to chat with Diana Ionescu, a
Romanian student who is also a first-timer here
at SAIMUN. As a delegate in the ECOFIN Committee, Diana told us she is excited to be here,
because this MUN will give her the opportunity to
try out new things, while also learning about the
topics that are going to be debated.
After that, the next delegate we chatted to was
Adam Schmitz. Being part of Secretariat last year,
he decided that being a delegate this time would
be a fun experience. He told us that he’s looking
forward to debating and generally having indepth conversations about the committee topics.
After that, we talked with Faidra A. Patsatzi and
Stavroula Adamaki. The two of them are from
Greece and will be chairing the Environment
Committee. The reason they both love chairing
so much is that it gives them the opportunity
to help the delegates to better understand and
debate the topics of their Committee.

Adam Schmitz

We also interviewed Jamil Marrouche from Lebanon. He is a new delegate at SAIMUN and is taking part in the ECOSOC Committee. Jamil is very
excited about the upcoming days, and is looking
forward to a successful debate and to meeting
new people.
Elisse Chahine, from Lebanon is beginning her
MUN experience with SAIMUN. She is one of the
photographers on the Press team and is very
excited to pursue her passion throughout the
conference.
Next up we have Kyveli Fourli from the German
School of Athens in Greece. It’s her seventh time
as a delegate! She loves debating about the
actual problems of our world while also learning
new information. It’s her first time in Dublin, so
we hope she has a nice stay!

By Sophia Tiganas and Luiza Rotareasa

Faidra A. Patsatzi and Stavroula Adamaki
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DAY 1 : Lo b by in g
This year’s MUN started off as usual. There was The lobbying itself began at around 1:45. The new
a meeting for all the new delegates, then at
delegates nervously approached their allies, while the
12:30, the lobbying began. Everyone was super more experienced members of SAIMUN confidently
well-dressed; each delegate was armed with their strutted around the room, knowing exactly what they
swankiest suit or most dazzling dress, their most were doing. The air was filled with chatter, as each
charming smile, and several copies of their reso- delegate fought to merge their resolutions with their
lutions. There was tension in the air, as everyone allies. People were handing out copies of their resoluknew that the rest of the week depended on how tions left-right-and-centre. The hallways was littered
successful they were today. Everyone was des- with groups of teams of delegates working together to
perate to merge resolutions with their allies, and try and procure a deal everyone was happy with, while
to stay away from their enemies.
the Press team sneaked in and out of conferences, taking candids and writing articles (just like this one).
The delegates started off by reading out their
policies, country by country. These policies were Lobbying came to an end at around 4:30, with each
vitally important as they showed whether or not delegate having tried their best to merge resolutions
different countries agreed with each other on dif- with allied countries. Now that everyone has figured
ferent topics such as ‘The Role of Social Media in out who they can trust and who weren’t, all that is left
Elections’, ‘Anti-Microbial Resistance’ or ‘Conscien- to do is solve all of the big problems.
tious Objection to Military Service’. Each country
listened to what each of the other delegates had Overall, the 31st annual SAIMUN Conference has
to say, and after each country had listed their
kicked off to a great start. The next few days look
policies, they began the lobbying.
extremely promising, and, as we lead on the next generation of national leaders, so does the future.

By Tomas Murphy

Lobbying in ECOSOC
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Nationalism – Grand in Small Doses But, For the
Love of God, Don’t Overdose
Populism is a political approach to
appeal to us ordinary folk who don’t
like the “elites” running the country.
One such way to unite us plebs of is
the ideology of nationalism, which
is a weirdly simplistic concept. It is
defined as an “identification with
one’s own nation and support for its
interests, especially to the exclusion
or detriment of the interests of other
nations”. In very simple terms, it’s like
someone, probably a child, saying
“My country is more important than
yours because I live there.” This isn’t
entirely unjustified, as a key aspect of
humanity is self-preservation, which
was kind of crucial to the whole
survival of the human race thing.
Throughout history, we’ve always
placed our own needs over the needs
of our neighbours.
However, most examples of distinct
nationalism today tend to really
damage the credibility of nationalism. Nobody, not even most British citizens, look at Brexit and think
“God, I love how this is working out”.
Similarly, it’s hard to look at Trump,
a man who personifies American
nationalism, and say “Wow, America
elected a real intellectual powerhouse
this time around. It’s so fantastic how
everyone around him keeps resigning”. Generally speaking, examples
of extreme nationalism portray the
ideology poorly, as the rise of nationalism coincides with an increase
in division and racism, particularly in
Europe. I should make it clear, however, that I am not saying there’s a
direct link between nationalism and
racism, just like I’m not saying there’s
a link between Boris Johnson and an
absolutely shambolic haircut.
On a moderately serious note, nationalism is not a bad ideology. In
moderation, nationalism often leads
to events generally considered to be
good. For example, Irish independence ultimately derived from Irish
nationalism, and nationalist leaders.

Éamon de Valera was a key figure in achieving Irish independence
who was distinctly nationalist. Independence movements across
the world originated from a sense of nationalism. The idea of
national sovereignty, a term I’m sure many delegates are familiar
with, stems from the ideology of nationalism. Patriotism, a love for
one’s country and culture, is also closely linked to nationalism, as
the belief that a country should independently govern itself often
leads to a strong sense of passion for the country. Our love for
international sports derives from patriotism, since we’re proud of
our country, and nationalism, as we want our country to win at
the expense of other countries. Fans can feel a sense of unity as
they celebrate or mourn the outcome of a match together. The
FIFA World Cup and the Rugby World Cup are two glorious examples of international events fuelled purely by a sense of nationalism. I wouldn’t say that’s a bad thing, just due to the fact that my
life probably peaked during the 2016 Euro’s. When Wes Hoolahan
crossed a majestic ball into the box to have Robbie Brady, God
bless that man, score a header against Italy, I may have broken a
table in celebration. Similarly, words cannot describe the feeling of
seeing Big-Man Johnny Sexton score a drop goal in the final seconds to secure a victory over France, and ultimately win the Six Nations. Ireland doesn’t have many incredible international moments
in sport but, when it does, by God they’re magical.
Nationalism, like basically everything, yields good results in moderated doses. National sovereignty and political autonomy are essential to our functionality as a collective people. The ability to create
our own laws gives us so much freedom, as well as the right to
be proud of our independence. Unfortunately, an increase in nationalistic values can lead to major societal issues, such as racism,
segregation and Brexit. Nobody wants Brexit – at least nobody I
know does. International co-operation should not infringe on a nation’s national sovereignty (as you’re all well aware) but to prioritise
your country to an excessive extent will only further divide countries, continents and Trump’s cabinet. Because of this, we need to
be careful not to allow ourselves be pandered to by nationalistic
world leaders - leaders who want the best for their country but will
destroy international co-operation to achieve it.

By Sean Wade
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The
C ivi l
War
in
Ye me n
The Yemeni Civil War has been raging throughout
Yemeni territory since March 2015 and is still ongoing. The main short-term cause of this conflict
was the targeting of Yemeni president Abdrabbuh
Mansur Hadi by the Houthis, who are opposed
to the Cabinet of Yemen in March, 2015. In this
conflict, the Houthis are being supported by the
Iranian government and Hezbollah, while the
Yemeni government forces are being supported
by Saudi Arabia, who intervened in 2015. Therefore, one can deduce that this is a proxy war in
the tense relations and conflict between Saudi
Arabia and Iran.
The ongoing civil war has had crippling effects on
the Yemeni people. The humanitarian crisis that
has arisen as a result of the conflict is estimated
to have affected up to 80% of the population,
mainly due to the lack of food and nutrition available. The persistent prevention of humanitarian
aid reaching the civilian population in Yemen by
mainly the Houthis is one of the most significant
factors to the growing catastrophic consequences
of the Civil War. The UN estimates that more
than 20 million Yemenis remain ‘food insecure’,
and that more than 3 million people need to be
treated for ‘acute malnutrition’. Also according to
the UN agency, nearly 18 million people lack any
sufficient access to a source of clean, drinkable
water and nearly 20 million people lack access to
adequate healthcare. Many aid organisations are
incapable of effectively delivering aid to civilians
as the current fighting has rendered many of the
nation’s roadways and other infrastructure impassable. There is also the wide spreading cholera disease, the effects of which are impacted
further by the decreasing availability of access to
sources of water.
3.3 million people are estimated to be displaced,
according to Oxfam. The current death toll of
the conflict is also estimated to be over 30,000
civilians. August 2018 has been known as one of
the deadliest months during the war, with over

1,000 civilian deaths, more than a third of them under
the age of 18. The Saudi coalition involved has been
accused of using starvation as a weapon against the
Houthis and civilians, by withholding international aid
designated to address the growing humanitarian crisis.
Domestic fishing industries have also been devastated,
with a near 60% decrease in the overall domestic supply. According to UNICEF, approximately 22.4 million
Yemenis are reliant on aid. Of those 22.4 million, 8.4
are in danger of falling victim to starvation, with 1.8
million of them children.
The Saudi coalition has been heavily criticised for its
repeated use of bombing to attack the Houthi-controlled areas of Yemen. Additionally, American and British support has been criticised by both governments,
particularly by the Labour party in the United Kingdom.
The combined Saudi airstrikes and the landmines
placed by the Houthis have made Yemen a severely
dystopic place for the civilian population. Saudi air
strikes have also targeted the infrastructure in Yemen,
particularly sea ports, internal road and railways, hospitals, historical and religious monuments and schools.
The air strikes have been supported by a $4.6 billion
arms deal from the United States and the United Kingdom combined from March 2015 until October 2018.
Mike Pompeo, the US Secretary of State previously
declared that the United States would continue its support of Saudi involvement in the Yemeni civil war.
The electric infrastructure in Yemen has been badly
affected by the airstrikes. Consequently, the farming industry has been eradicated, creating another
source of famine for the civilian population. The constant bombardment from the foreign belligerents has
had catastrophic consequences for the Yemenis, who
continue to face hardships as a result of the actions of
international combatants. The UN humanitarian chief
Mark Lowcock has stated that: ‘It [the humanitarian
situation in Yemen] is bleak. We are losing the fight
against famine.’

By Pamela Fitzsimons

PHOTOS

SAIMUN 2019

PG 6

PHOTOS

SAIMUN 2019

PG 7

Photos by Elissa Chahin, Ruslan Mukhametzhanov, Dinah Long, Alicia McGrath, Cameron Blair, Samuel Byrne,
Michael Finney, Cian O’Cochlain, Ebba McDermott, Chloe Johnston and Aoife Linnane
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The Question of Ukraine (SPECPOL)
Ukraine is a country that is experiencing linguistic,
ethnic and political division. Currently, the Western
part of Ukraine is perceived to prioritise relations
between the European Union and NATO, while
the Eastern part contains rebels and pro-Russia
separatist groups in the Donbass region. Ukraine
has been the site of the war in Donbass since the
immediate aftermath of the Euromaidan and the
2014 Ukrainian revolution. Since 2014, Russian
armed forces have been supporting the Novorossiya movement, rebels who have been fighting
the Ukrainian Armed Forces who are against the
separation of the Donbass region from Ukraine.
The majority of the people living in the Donbass
region are either Russian citizens or ethnic Russians. The growing tension between the ethnic
Russians and the Ukrainians has catalysed the
conflict from 2004 and the Orange revolution until
Euromaidan and the seizure of Crimea by Russian
forces in 2014. Consequently, the European Union
and United States have imposed sanctions on the
Russian government and organisations involved in
the War in Donbass.

Today, Ukraine is still affected by the divisions in
society. Their ascension to the European Union is
halted by the internal conflict of ethnicities. Both
candidates in the 2019 Ukrainian Presidential Election (the second round of which will take place on
April 21st) are aiming to promote the Ukrainian
language domestically, create a strong application
for EU membership and strengthen Ukrainian-NATO
relations. The two candidates are Volodymyr Zelensky and Petro Poroshenko. Zelensky is a television
actor, however, his main motivation to run in this
election is to restore trust from the Ukrainian people
into their political system, which is notorious for its
high levels of corruption. Poroshenko is the incumbent president. However, his presidency has been
marked by corruption scandals connected to Russia
and unpopularity amongst the Ukrainian people.
Therefore, a potential solution to the division in
Ukrainian society and politics could lie with a television star, a person who many people can follow,
comprehend and most importantly, communicate
with.

By Pamela Fitzsimons

The Question of the Provision of Resources for an
Ageing Population (ECOFIN)
This contentious issue may seem perplexing at
first, but I have found that there are really only two
perspectives, namely that the responsibility for our
elderly population is that of the government or that
of their family.

Who pays? Family or country? However, there is another way to look at this ‘burden’. This way involves
some big ideas: humanity, empathy and love. Let us
not forget our humanity. We have been raised by this
generation. We may have to make some sacrifices
now, but one day we will be at the ‘mercy’ of our
Ireland’s policies in regard to our ageing population own children. Now we must choose whether we turn
are a perfect example of one perspective. This is
to selfishness - or empathy.
the view that it is the government’s responsibility to
take care of our ageing population no matter what
and that this commitment is a “testament to the social and economic progress we have made”. Hence
the government’s decision to give so much of their
time to the issue – as well as money (€788 Million
in 2017). On the other hand, in places like southern Italy, families essentially carry the responsibility
of caring for their elderly relatives. This ‘burden’,
however, has caused many young people to flee to
the north where they believe they might more easily
prosper free of this responsibility.
Financially, the elderly require healthcare, appropriate housing, pensions and as we all do…purpose.

By Cian O’Cochlain

COMMITTEE TOPICS

SAIMUN 2019

PG 9

The Question of Virginity Testing (SOCHUM)
In a prison in the Balkh province of Afghanistan,
more than 200 girls and young women between the
ages of 12 and 21 are crammed into dirty prison
cells alongside murderers and hardened criminals.
Many have been there for months – and some for
more than a year. When they are eventually released, they face a future defined by shame, exclusion and destitution.
Their crime is that they have failed a virginity test.
And they are not alone, according to a 2016 Human
Rights Watch report, almost half of all women incarcerated in Afghanistan – and 95% of girls in juvenile
detention – are there for “moral crimes” such as sex
before marriage. Condemned by the World Health
Organization as degrading, discriminatory and unscientific, the practice has been widely used to determine whether a woman has committed adultery or
had sex before marriage. It is important to note that
so-called virginity testing has no scientific or clinical
basis - there is no examination that can prove a girl
or woman has had sex. In addition, UN agencies
denounce virginity testing as a violation of the rights
of girls and women, which can be detrimental to
their ‘physical, psychological and social well-being’.

Nonetheless, the implications for girls and women
who are deemed to have failed a virginity test are
both immediate and catastrophic. Each year the practice leads to hundreds of girls facing public humiliation, prison and even becoming victims of so-called
honour killings.
And, in spite of many years of protest from human
rights agencies, all efforts to enact protections for
some of the world’s most vulnerable women and girls
have failed and the degrading examinations persist.
A study by Afghanistan’s human rights commission
found the continuing virginity tests so routine that
the justice system was still regularly ordering female
victims of domestic abuse who had sought protection
in women’s shelters to go through the procedure.
This in a country where virginity testing is supposedly
illegal.
It is shocking that in 2019 young girls are forced to
go through such a barbaric, traumatizing and horrific
ordeal and violated in the worst way possible in the
name of reinforcing stereotyped notions of female
sexuality and gender inequality.

By Lily Bohan

PRESS PROFILES
What’s your favourite thing about MUN?

Head of Press: Hannah Moran

Head of Press: Shane Hynes

Obviously the new SAIMUN
reusable waterbottles! Free
for all attendees!

The suit of course and the
parties are great! Party at
Sec Gen Eoin Brennan’s tonight! Woo!

Deputy Head of Press:
Pamela Fitzsimons
All the people involved from
different countries.

Photos by Ruslan Mukhametzhanov and Elissa Chahine
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President of Security Council Alice Doherty
What are your expectations for this conference?
I expect it to go well. Hopefully, we can sneak in
some banter here and there although that’s if Caroline [Doyle] doesn’t try and stop us.

stairs. It hurt. So, yeah, that was pretty embarrassing.
What do you think of your committee so far?
Tame. Nothing wild, it’s all normal so far. No surprises. Kind of hoping it picks up and it gets a bit hectic
to be honest.

What are the benefits of MUN?
Not sure, there are a couple. Actually, the main one
What was your favourite moment of the conis seeing guys in suits.
ference so far?
Honestly, seeing Sean of the Press team walk up in a
And what would you say are the cons of
suit was fairly spectacular. Like wow. Yeah, that had
MUN?
to be my favourite. That was great.
Seeing guys in ill-fitting suits. Nobody likes seeing
that.
Any last parting words to the delegates of SAIMUN?
What’s your favourite flag?
If anyone sees my green name card for Security
That’s a tough one. I’d probably say the one for
Council, could you let me know? I lost it earlier and
Bhutan. Yeah, Bhutan’s good because it has like a
I really liked that card. I loved flashing it around at
big dragon on it and it’s, like, cool. Dragons make
everyone. I miss it so much.
any flag good.
Most embarrassing moment of MUN so far?
Probably this morning, actually. I fell down the

By Sean Wade
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by Tomas Murphy
1.
EGTAEELD
The SAIMUN daily magazine is called The …
2.
BYOBLGIN
The Delegates spent Day 1 …
3.
DAACRLP
A … is a piece of cardstock with a country’s name on
it.
4.
DAEROLRUPC
All delegates must vote on … matters and may not
abstain.
5.
AUCSCU
There are two types: moderated … and unmoderated
…
6.
SSVEBRORE
… can vote on procedural matters but not substantive
matters.
7.
OTLSUIERNO
A … is a document that has been passed by an organ
of the UN that aims to address a particular problem or
issue.
8.
STEVO
There can either be procedural or substantive …
9.
NSUAMI
St. Andrew’s International Model United Nations is
shortened to …
10. V E L G A
A … is the wooden tool shaped like a hammer, which
the chair uses to keep order within a Model UN committee.
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