THE DELEGATE

SAIMUN 2019, THURSDAY 18TH APRIL

#5

AND THE WINNERS
ARE........
OUTSTANDING DELEGATIONS
DPRK
FRANCE

Remember to follow us on

TURKEY
USA
Twitter
@SaimunDublin2019

HIGHLY COMMENDED DELEGATIONS
BELGIUM
DR CONGO

GERMANY
IRELAND

RUSSIAN FED
VENEZUALA

SYRIA
TURKEY
USA
VENEZUALA

ECOFIN
AZERBAIJAN
BELGIUM
FRANCE
IRAN
IRELAND

LEBANON
SYRIA
TURKEY
USA

SECURITY COUNCIL
BELGIUM
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
FRANCE
RUSSIAN FED
USA

USA
AZERBAIJAN
BELGIUM

AFGHANISTAN
FRANCE
IRELAND

ENVIRONMENT
GERMANY
FRANCE
IRAN
OMAN

RUSSIAN FED
TAJIKISTAN
USA

SPECIAL CONFERENCE
DPRK
DR CONGO
IRELAND
LITHUANIA

SPECOL
CANADA
KUWAIT
CHILE
SOUTH KOREA
FRANCE
TURKEY
GERMANY
USA
EQUATORIAL GUINEA

and Instagram
@standrewsmun

ECOSOC

DISEC
DPRK
FRANCE
IRELAND
NIGERIA
RUSSIAN FED

SAIMUN Hoodies
on
sale for 25 euro

SOMALIA
SUDAN
TURKEY
USA

SOCHUM
CANADA
COSTA RICA
DR CONGO
GERMANY

ITALY
PERU
TURKEY
USA

In the Issue
Page
Page
Page
Page
Page

2-GA
4-Closing Speech
6-Committee Issues
8-Photos
14-Interviews

We may have different
religions, different languages, different colored skin,
but we all belong to one
human race - Kofi Annan

FEATURE

SAIMUN 2019

PG 2

General Assembly – Part I
So. Here it is. The big one. The General Assembly.
Weeks upon weeks of preparation and research
have led to these four days, during which hours
and hours of debate have created the crescendo
which will play out today. The Carlisle Ballroom
was packed full of delegates, all competing for
their chance to speak. As I arrived, I noticed a
stark contrast between the Pavilion Bar, where
people were chatting amongst themselves, and
the Ballroom, where it was deadly quiet, except
for whatever delegate was speaking. It was clear
to see that there was a huge amount of mutual
respect between every delegate. As a member of
the Press team, I have been able to make my way
into every room and hear a lot of different resolutions, and it was fascinating to see and hear which
of them had been passed throughout the week
and were able to be heard in front of the General
Assembly.
The judges did an excellent job of controlling the
delegates, with the phrase ‘distinct murmur’ ringing out occasionally throughout the room. As each
delegate opened themselves up to ‘any and all’
Points of Information, placards shot towards the
ceiling, with several countries wanting to test the
resolution on the floor. Although possibly under
stress, the delegates handled each Point of Information excellently.
Each delegate spoke with genuine passion about
their resolutions, and it was clear to see that everyone wanted to get their point across as clearly
as possible. The quality of each of the prepared
speeches was comparable to something from
‘Good Will Hunting’. There was a sense of welldeserved pride that floated around the room, with
each delegate having given their all to the conference. Who would have thought that a load of
teenagers could have created this level of professionalism? The amount of hard work and research
that has gone into these resolutions really shows
when they are being debated in front of the Chair.
As I said before, being a part of the Press team
has given me the advantage of being free to roam
between each committee. This freedom comes in
the form of a flashy red badge that I clip onto my
pocket. This advantage has given me an insight
into the bigger picture of SAIMUN. Each topic is
treated just as seriously as the next, and are given
the same floor space and opportunity to be presented in the General Assembly. This incentive to

have the opportunity to argue your case to all 600+
delegates seems to make everyone try to do whatever they need to make their case heard.
This week has been an unforgettable experience for
everyone involved. It has been incredible to have
been in this situation and to have the privilege to
have worked with such amazing people. And now
it’s all coming to a close. The past four days have
been spent debating issues in order to find the best
possible outcome, and now it’s all over. If these
people are the future leaders of our nations, it looks
to me that we’re all in a good place. I hope you all
have fun at the disco tonight. Clapping is in order.

By Tomas Murphy
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General Assembly – Part II
It only took a few minutes for the delegates to start
debating the resolutions passed by the Environment
committee and the Special Conference, as well as
announcing the ICJ’s verdict regarding the Australia
vs. Nauru case. Despite having already tackled the
resolutions from the first three committees, the
chairs seemed eager to start these debates as well,
and everyone was excited.
First time delegates who just a few days ago told
us that the part of SAIMUN they were most excited
about was GA were all obviously curious to experience this concluding part of their debates. There
was, however, a constant whispering on the floor,
probably because of all those impatient delegates.
At one point this managed to get on the chairs’
nerves so much that note passing was suspended,
but only until the following break.
First up was the resolution on the Question of
Peatlands, submitted by the USA. After having been
passed in Environment, the delegates in GA really
picked at every detail when the time came for it to
be debated. According to most delegates who spoke
about this topic, even though the resolution was a
well-intended one and it had a lot of potential, the
solutions it offered were far too complicated to follow. Because of this issue it ultimately failed, with
the majority of delegations either voting against it
or abstaining.
Moving on to the Special Conference on Science
& Technology, the resolution being debated was
the one submitted by the DPRK on the question of
maintaining a ready supply of the medicines on the
WHO list of necessary medicines. This resolution
seemed to be extremely well constructed: not only
was it passed within the committee with all votes
in favour of it, but even in GA there wasn’t a single
speech against. As a conclusion, the resolution obviously passed and the S. Conf. even had 15 minutes
of spare time because of how quickly they were
finished.
Next up was the super-anticipated announcement
of the ICJ’s verdict. The judges all walked in and sat
down next to the stage as Mr. Stern made a short
but touching speech, telling us all about his extensive MUN experience. Mr. Hehir then came to the
stage, encouraging all delegates to give the ICJ a
try in the future. Finally, the most awaited moment
came and it was officially announced that Nauru
had won in the case against Australia. Thanks to

this verdict, Australia would have to pay the damages to Nauru. Because of how quickly the resolution of the Special Conference was voted upon, the
remaining 15 minutes of GA were used to debate
some more on this topic, without any particular
voting procedure.
As the lunch break was already on everyone’s
mind, the moment it was announced that GA was
over for this particular set of delegates, everyone
quickly stood up and hurried out of the ballroom.
The SOCHUM and SPECPOL committee will soon
begin debating the resolution that have previously
passed in their respective committees.

By Sophia Tiganas
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Co-Secretary General Eoin Brennan
Presidents of the General Assembly, CoSecretary General, Honourable Chairs, Distinguished Advisers, Delegates how would
you feel if your opinion wasn’t listened to?
Your thoughts didn’t matter? And everything
you said made no difference? Now imagine
your political representatives didn’t listen to
you. This is the core issue with our political landscape today. This is a feeling felt by
many among our electorate and has given
rise, some argue, to populism and radical
groups. These groups galvanise the moderate into extremism by exploiting certain
issues and running on the slogan of change
and justice for all. If these issues aren’t fixed,
these extremist parties could take hold of our
individual electoral processes and deliver the
so-called justice they see as fit.

pean project. According to the European Parliament's first official poll, right-wing, populist forces
are set to make major gains in the European elections in May of this year. This is a worrisome prospect for current politicians and therefore they will
need to focus more on their campaigns than they
will on the current issues that affect us all. Moving
their attention away from these important issues
only exasperates the already increasing problems:
Brexit, education, healthcare, climate change and
political reform.

I understand politics is incredibly complicated and
absolutely frustrating. People are often put off by
intellectualism and complex subjects and discussions. They may have no experience with the issue
or may find it too daunting to want to engage with
it because doing so successfully would require a
lot of time and effort. This is also demonstrated
In some bizarre way, they are partially right. by Parkinson’s Law of Triviality, where people will
The political culture taking hold of our elecspend far more time and effort focussing on sometoral systems in the modern age, rarely takes thing trivial that they do understand than somepublic consensus into account. Corruption
thing complicated that they don’t. However, the
in certain parts of the world is rampant and
former offers far more scope for contribution and
the politicians have become too comfortinfluence.
able in the current state to effect sustainable
change. When I talk about politics I am not
MUN has taught me to be confident in myself and
referring to the Right or Left, Republicans or has allowed me to stand up and speak out. To fix
Democrats, I’m speaking about the flaws that these issues we will all have to understand them.
exist in all of our political systems, regardAs Maya Angelou said “When you do nothing you
less of which party is involved. For example, feel overwhelmed and powerless. But when you
according to a Princeton University study,
get involved you feel the sense of hope and accomregardless of the public support for the pas- plishment that comes from knowing you are worksage of a bill in America, there is on average ing to make things better”.
only a 30% chance of that bill passing in
Congress. This encompasses all bills whether So, what do we do? Firstly, I ask that when you
it is the least popular bill in recorded hisleave this conference today, that you take with you
tory or the most important bill of your time, the skills and experiences you have garnered from
Congressional support will remain at 30%.
the last few days. MUN allows you the opportunity
Another statistic for you - trust in politicians to have your voice heard, to learn to speak with
has fluctuated relatively little during the last passion and get your ideas across to other del30 years in the UK. According to an index by egates; it teaches you to negotiate, to compromise
the pollsters Ipsos-Mori, 18% of people said and most importantly to understand other points of
they trusted politicians in 1983 and 17% in
view.
2017. What might it be now?
You now all have a fundamental choice, you can
The damning impact of non-representative
either seek change or disengage? All of us are on
politics has already left scars on the Eurothe cusp of adulthood, about to join the elector-
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ate. Let us not allow the current bleak political climate define our generation. Let us start a new
era of political cooperation and trust, youth movements around the world are already seeking this
change: the March for our Lives Movement and of course Greta Thunberg’s Climate Change revolution included. Don’t leave the vital skills you have learned here at the door, use them to seek the
change you want to see in the world.
This conference, a vehicle for change, couldn’t have taken place without the St. Andrew’s MUN
Advisors: Ms Carter, Ms O’Shea, Mr Fahey, Ms Clancy, Mr Bohan and Mr Quinn. I personally have
to give a special shout-out to Mr Micallef who brought me and other shy third years to SAIMUN,
years ago. To my fellow team at Secretariat, the fun and memories we shared, whether they were
in The Hague or at Royal Russell School, or throughout the past few days, has made MUN so special to me. To Ms. Giles, our administrator, a huge thanks – also Ms. Kerins who did so much work
before the conference. Finally, to Mr Hehir. Who could speak about MUN in St. Andrews, without
mentioning this force within our program? Although we have had our differences in the past, I
would not be where I am, speaking in front of so many people, without his effort and attention.
To end my speech, and to conclude what I was saying earlier about seeking change in our individual political systems. I will quote Mark Twain when he said, “The secret of getting ahead is getting
started”. Thank you.

Co-President of the General Assembly Luke Horgan, Co-Secretary General Leah O’Connor,
Co-President of the General Assembly Caroline Doyle and Co-Secretary General Eoin Brennan
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The Question of “Greening the Sports World”
Even though it may not always seem like it, the
sports industry is hugely dependent on the environment: if the world we live in isn’t healthy, the
sports world won’t be able to thrive either. This is
why athletes and sporting organisations from all
over the world are teaming up in an attempt to
make the sports industry become a positive factor
in keeping our world as green as possible. Global
sports bodies are even pledging to cut back on
plastic use and organise different events in order
to contribute to this cause in any way they can.
The International Olympic Committee is one of
those bodies most dedicated to making the sports
industry more environmentally friendly. Not only
have they promised to eradicate all single-use plastics from their events, but they are also currently
trying to reduce waste at the IOC headquarters
and the Olympic Museum. Along with the fact that
this is clearly a huge step in the right direction, this
move of the IOC also represents a powerful decision in the public eye, because it inspires athletes
and other, more minor, sports bodies to begin
working towards a greener industry as well.

However, it’s not only sport giants that are determined to offer their help. Olympic athletes and
regular people with a passion for sports are also
huge factors in the greening of the sports world.
Chicago’s major league baseball team, the White
Sox, became the first ever team that served drinks
without plastic straws at their match, as part of the
“Shed the Straw” initiative. Activist Ben Lecomte has
planned to set out on his longest swim so far in late
May, when he will swim from Tokyo all the way to
San Francisco – all to prove a point. His journey will
even take him through the Great Pacific Garbage
Patch, a raft-like mass of waste that’s three times
bigger than France.
With ambitious projects such as these already
planned for this year, it’s hard not to be hopeful
about all the progress the sports industry has made
to date. It is always great to see someone realising
the influence they have on others, taking responsibility and changing for the better, so something as
major as these initiatives within the sports world
is guaranteed to have a positive effect on making every aspect of our lives less damaging to our
environment.

By Sophia Tiganas

Vaccines – Why are Measles Still a Thing?
A recent, relatively boring Guardian analysis of WHO
data shows that measles cases in Europe topped
60,000 - more than double that of 2017 and the
highest this century. There have been 72 deaths,
twice as many as in 2017. This statistic, at first
glance, is another statistic that will interest almost
nobody. However, the last time the measles was as
prominent as this it was 1998, and Bill Clinton was
President of the United States. Between now and
1998, peace was reached in Northern Ireland through
the Good Friday Agreement, Ireland underwent
an economic boom, recession and resurgence and
America has seen three more presidents take power.
So much has happened in that time, but the rate of
measles is now, remarkably, the same as back then.
So how has this happened?

it combats. Misinformation has been widely spread
throughout the years, with “research” from “qualified doctors” claiming that there is a link between
vaccinations and specific illnesses such as leukemia, poisoning, inflammation, immunodepression,
inheritable genetic mutations, cancer, autism and
allergies.” However, most doctors don’t agree with
these claims, with some saying “This is the absolute
dumbest thing I’ve ever heard in my life.”

While serious complications from vaccinations are
possible, they are extremely rare and much less
common than similar risks from the diseases they
prevent. Extreme reactions to vaccinations are possible because of allergies, but there is no proven
link between any of these effects and vaccinations.
It is extremely difficult, if not impossible, to find any
sources which link vaccines and autism with any
Since the creation of vaccinations, there has always
credibility. Despite all this, many countries have still
been some scepticism. Many members of society,
not made it mandatory to vaccinate children, inbest described as “a bit too paranoid”, have never
agreed with the concept of vaccination. Some believe cluding Ireland. It’s clear from all these remarkably
it is a scam, with pharmaceutical countries simply try- uneducated anti-vax claims that something needs to
ing to get the big bucks from vulnerable clients. Oth- change regarding vaccinations.
ers believe it creates more harm than the diseases

By Sean Wade
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Brexit and EU elections
It is the final day of the European Parliament in
Strasbourg before the elections in May, but there’s
not much last-minute packing for the UK group
of MEPs - they’ve been ready to go for nearly a
month. When the UK voted to leave the EU, the
country’s representatives in the European Parliament expected to be out of a job by the 29th of
March. Instead they have watched two deadlines
pass by as MPs in Westminster fail time and time
again to agree on a withdrawal deal. Now a new
Brexit deadline of the 31st of October means British voters are likely to take part in European elections on the 23rd of May, despite having voted to
leave the bloc almost three years ago.
Last year, MEPs voted to permanently remove 46
of the UK’s 73 parliamentary seats and redistribute
the remaining to 27 to member states who have
long complained about being under-represented.
However, the continued presence of these 73 UK
MEPS means the seat redistribution is on hold until
the UK leaves the EU. That would mean that the
final two Irish MEPs (the final two of 13) to be
elected – essentially the last candidate elected in
Ireland South and in Dublin - will go on a waiting

list (without pay or position) will only take up their
seats after Brexit – providing Brexit actually happens.
In the meantime, candidates from parties on both
sides of the Brexit debate are gearing up in their
respective electoral bids. Last week Nigel Farage
unveiled his new vanity project, the Brexit Party,
which will make its debut into the world of politics
with the EU elections; while many ardent Remainers
see the elections as a second referendum of sorts, a
chance to make their voices heard and possibly put
Brexit on hold indefinitely. And while Brexit in the
UK many seem shrouded in darkness and uncertainty, for politicians, diplomats and officials across the
continent, the past two-and-a-half years of Britain’s
seemingly interminable and increasingly chaotic departure from the EU, prove Brexit to be a shambles
on which the sun never sets.

By Lily Bohan

The Question of the Prevention of an Arms Race in the
Arctic
The Arctic is currently experiencing major systemic
changes as a result of climate change and pollution, which should really result in greater international cooperation as both the United States and
Russia have strong interests in keeping the Arctic
an area of peaceful cooperation. The “Arctic Council”, the leading intergovernmental forum promoting the cooperation and coordination among the
Arctic States, has mentioned with countless occasions about the issues of development and environmental protection.
Frankly, the end of the Cold War led to a blooming
period concerning the scientific and environmental
cooperations for the eight Arctic states, including
the USA and Russia, as well as Norway, Canada
and Denmark. Since then, the region has been
conflict-free, with states committed to diplomacy
while preventing the United Nations Convention on
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
Today, however, some argue that period has
passed as national interests begin to clash over
boundaries, rich Arctic oil and gas resources and

fishers. However, many agree on the fact that most
complications come from outside the region, due
to the global tense geopolitical environment. There
has also been quite a big increase in military activity
in the Arctic. According to website fairobserver.com
‘In August 2017, the Russian tanker Christophe de
Margerie completed a northern expedition through
the Arctic Circle, traveling from Norway to South
Korea in 19 days without an icebreaker escort. Less
than one year later, on January 26, 2018, China’s
State Council Information Office released its first
white paper on China’s Arctic policy. The document
announced plans for an Arctic addition to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which spans much of
Asia and Europe’.
These are worrying developments for everyone who
cares about the Arctic but hopefully, we can prevent
an arms race in the Arctic.

By Luiza Rotareasa

Photos by Elissa Chahin, Ruslan Mukhametzhanov, Dinah Long, Alicia McGrath, Cameron Blair, Samuel Byrne,
Michael Finney, Cian O’Cochlain, Ebba McDermott, Chloe Johnston and Aoife Linnane

FEATURE

SAIMUN 2019

PG 10

The Ever-Growing Trend
of Armchair Activism
At a moment in history where the youth is getting
more and more involved in important issues in our
society, it’s easy to get swept up in the internet
trend of being “woke”. Thanks to constant developments in technology these days, we are lucky
enough to always be able to make ourselves heard.
Any teenager can download Twitter or Instagram
and create an outraged post, ranting about everything that’s going wrong in our day and age……
sadly that isn’t always a good thing.
Let’s first focus on the good things: teenagers are
more involved than ever in current problems and are
determined to help in any way they can. From Greta
Thunberg’s weekly strikes, to the international student strikes on the 15th of March this year and the
March for our Lives movements happening all over
the world, teens have realized they want to salvage
what’s left of the world they’re responsible for. The
attention and respect all these young activists are
receiving wouldn’t mean anything without social media spreading the news about them and giving them
a safe space to make their voices heard at any time.
Every day, these regular kids inspire others to take
responsibility and to do whatever they can in order
to help the causes they support.
However, with all the well-earned attention these
teens are receiving comes a noticeable surge in
so-called armchair activists. We all know at least
one of these types of people. The bored kids sitting
at home who happen to stumble across a TedTalk
or across an article on some massive news outlet

reporting about an activist or a recent strike. Those
same teenagers are the ones that were so horribly
outraged by the Flint water crisis last year and that
now have no idea that problem still hasn’t been
solved and is still causing disease and death. It’s
easy to find a pretty accurate description of the
typical armchair activist: the cause they support
only matters during its 15 minutes of fame, after
that it gets forgotten.
If you claim to want to do something, you have no
excuse not to. Getting involved in current issues is
no exception: someone can’t tell all their friends
that they’re an activist for girl empowerment if
all that person ever does in order to “support the
cause” is repost a video of Brie Larson’s acceptance
speech.
Unfortunately, the teenagers that are doing these
types of things – acting as if they were activists but
doing absolutely nothing to support their causes or
to take responsibility for it – are doing nothing but
hurt the way real, young activists are perceived by
the rest of society. Kids that go to climate change
protests but who don’t even know what’s wrong
with using tons of plastic bottles or drinking everything with a straw simply don’t help and so even
though armchair activists do make the struggles of
real activists look like a joke to adults, it’s important
not to forget or appreciate all the really importnat
work being put in by today’s teens.

By Sophia Tiganas

Women Leading The Protests in Sudan
‘There is no amount of beating or detention that
can make us stop’ and ‘No to a corrupt dictatorship’ are only some of the many slogans women in
Sudan have been chanting over the past few days.
They have been speaking out about the many
human rights abuses linked to Ex-President Omar
al-Bashir.
In 2014, a woman was sentenced to death for
marrying a non-Muslim, which is considered adultery in Sudan. In 2015, a woman was lashed 75
times for marrying a man without her father’s
consent. In 2017, 24 women were arrested for
wearing trousers, a violation of the country’s strict
Sharia Law. These are only some of the injustices

women have to deal with every day.
Therefore, during the entire month of March,
women stood up for their rights as human beings
and led protests against the nearly three-decade
rule regime of Omar al- Bashir. They dressed in the
traditional white thobe in support of the protests
and of women’s rights. They also walked the streets
chanting a Zagrouda, an ululation commonly used
by women in the Arab world to express celebration.
This chant was immediately recognized and every
time somebody would hear it, it clearly meant the
march was taking place.
Unfortunately, the country’s response to these
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protests wasn’t as peaceful. Women who protested
regularly faced police brutality. Authorities have
fired tear gas and some have even been threatened with sexual assault. Moreover, several women
have been beaten, their hair cut off and their faces
burned. More than 40 protesters have been killed,
hundreds detained and tortured.
On the other hand, the protests have had a huge
impact on social media. Hashtags like #Sudan ,
#SudanUprising , #Sudan_Revolts , #SudanProtest
or #whitemarch have been all over social networks
such as Twitter and Facebook, along with various
videos of women being tortured and humiliated.
On a positive note, these movements achieved
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their aim and sent the right message, so that Omar
al-Bashir was forced to step down from his political
position on Thursday, April 11th. And as we write
it has been reported by the BBC that he ‘has been
moved to Kobar maximum security prison, days
after he was deposed in a military coup. Reports
say the ex-leader has until now been detained at
the presidential residence under heavy guard. He is
reportedly being held in solitary confinement and is
surrounded by tight security’.The following message
was posted shortly after this event: ‘AL-BASHIR IS
OUT!! WE DID IT!! #Sudan’

By Luiza Rotareasa

The Mueller Report
Today a country on tenterhooks braces itself for the
release of the long awaited Mueller report. On the
18th of April at 9.30am (Eastern Time), after 23
months, 500 search warrants, 2,300 subpoenas and
a string of indictments, the results of the investigation by Special Counsel, Robert S. Mueller III, will
be made public – albeit in redacted form. The report
is likely to add significantly to the world’s understanding of Russia’s 2016 election interference and
President Trump’s efforts to control federal inquiries
into the matter. This watershed moment marks the
first time that US citizens and members of Congress
will be able to hear from the Special Counsel directly
rather than through the lens of his Department of
Justice bosses or the media.

istration have taken a decidedly defensive tone. The
recently appointed US attorney general, William Barr
has been busily obscuring parts of it from public
and congressional view, while also rushing out a
four-page summary of the nearly 400 page report
– a summary that shone a very favourable light on
the president. Mr. Trump himself has been vocal in
stating his own conclusions of the report, taking to
twitter and confidently declaring “No Collusion – No
Obstruction!”

What began as a trickle of curious developments,
that mostly raised more questions, of unverified
evidence of election hacking, a secret dossier filled
with unproven salacious details (firmly rejected by
the White House) of the President Trump’s exploits
in Russia and as one Trump campaign aide after
The document and its findings are expected to fall
another surfaced in sketchy reports of meetings with
into two clear sections: the first will look at Rusmysterious Russians – that trickle has since become
sia’s interference in the 2016 presidential race and
the question of any involvement in that effort by the a flood. The cast of characters has grown, and grown
Trump campaign; the second part will deal with the familiar — Flynn, Manafort, Cohen, Papadopoulos;
the pattern of lying to investigators and Congress
obstruction of justice allegations. Trump aroused
has become routine; the President’s shifting stories
suspicions that he tried to impede the work of the
have become the norm. News coverage has become
FBI after it emerged that he had put pressure on
the then head of the agency, James Comey, to end background noise, like a sea that periodically surges
and retreats. So the capital is once again on edge,
an investigation into the Russia links of the former
National Security Adviser Michael Flynn. Those sus- awaiting today’s revelations. For now — for just a
picions deepened when Trump fired Comey on May little longer — the Special Counsel, sphinx-like, keeps
9th 2017, triggering the appointment of Mueller in his counsel.
the first place.
From the outset, the President and his legal team
have made clear their intention to dismiss Mueller’s
findings, whatever they turn out to be. However,
since the initial release of the report on the 21st
March, it is fair to say that Donald Trump’s admin-

By Lily Bohan
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Subtitle Success
It’s nothing new for a good movie to be pushed out
of the spotlight just because it’s a short film or because it’s not in English. These days, watching foreign films could even get you the title of “snobby” or
“posh”. Even for people who don’t live in an Englishspeaking country, watching foreign films is just as
controversial. If they watch movies produced in their
home country or in their first language they receive
a title on the opposite end of the spectrum: they’re
referred to as being uncultured because in the eyes
of others, they’re limiting themselves to the narrow
horizons of home.
It’s easy to put a label on everything and everyone:
French films are eccentric, German films are weird,
Korean films are unrealistic and viewers are too busy
laughing about the way a foreign language sounds to
actually pay attention to the movie. In reality, none
of those labels do any justice to the beauty of some
foreign movies. Of course, there’s occasionally one or
two pieces that stand out from the others and make
it into the mainstream part of the industry, such as
“Amelie” (2001) or “Ring” (1998).
Still, there is an overwhelming number of good movies produced in countries such as France, Japan.
Italy, Romania and Sweden aiming to portray real
life events or explore stigmatized issues which rarely
even get the recognition they deserve in their home
country, let alone on the international market.
As an example of a brutally underrated foreign film,
we can simply direct our attention to “Fault Condition”, a Romanian film that came out in 2017. Its
main goal was to show the heart-wrenching tragedy
that took place in 2010, when a neonatal intensive
care unit in Bucharest burned down, leaving six devastated families behind. It’s an easy to comprehend
but hard to swallow drama that only wanted to bring
an overlooked story into the spotlight, but couldn’t
get too much attention because in the eyes of many
it was, after all, just another Romanian movie. “4
months, 3 weeks and 2 days” (2007) is yet another
underrated movie that’s even been described as
“ordeal cinema” because of the depth and complexity
stretching underneath its surface, as well as the raw
and almost unbearable tension it brings with it.
On the other hand, there’s the wave of foreign films
so good that they’re remade by Hollywood. This is
the case in movies such as “The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo”, “Let the Right One In” or the original “Godzilla”, all of which are immediately associated with the

Hollywood remakes, rather than the original productions shot in their home countries.
Why is this so important? People need to begin
appreciating the beauty of foreign films rather than
ignoring them just because they tend to be harder
to swallow. Young actors, directors or screenwriters have to know it’s okay for them to pursue their
passion without having to be so incredibly far from
home, and that they will still receive the appreciation they deserve, even though they might not want
to dive into the international film industry.

By Sophia Tiganas
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The History of the Global LGBT Movement
Since the LGBT community and their rights remains a
controversial and disputed topic, the following article
will describe some of the history behind the various
groups which helped the LGBT community achieve
what they have achieved up to now.

Bill Clinton, Barack Obama, Ellen DeGeneres, and
even Donald Trump and many more proceeded different various actions regarding this taboo issue of
the world.

Fortunately, many activists continue protesting,
Ones of the first historical references to the LGBT
chanting and trying to make a change for what they
community goes as far back as the 9th century BC,
want and what they love.
when the Ain Sakhri Lovers figurine (see picture) was
sculpted, the first sculpture portraying two individuals
of the same gender having sexual intercourse. Homosexuality was further recognized by the Council of
London in 1120.
By Luiza Rotareasa
However, it was much later when Brenda Howard
who started the first ever LGBT marches in 1970. The
bisexual, polyamorous women is considered to be the
“Mother of Pride” for introducing , popularizing and
associating the word “Pride” with these events. Brenda contributed to the organizing of bisexual activism,
political advocacy and culture change. She pushed
the community to accept and respect homosexuality
and organized several marches throughout the years.
“Bi, Poly, Switch - I’m not greedy. I just know what I
want’’ is one of Brenda’s famous sayings.
Followed on from Brenda’s work, gay right activist and community leader Harvey Milk (see picture
opposite) made history when he became one of the
first openly gay political officials in the United States
in 1977. He built his career supported by many gay
activists, so when he was elected as one of the San
Francisco’s Board Supervisors, he included numerous gay rights issues into his platform, attempting to
tackle the whole issue head on. As he used to say:
“The only thing they have to look forward to is hope.
And you have to give them hope.”
Next up we have Gilbert Baker, an enthusiastic artist,
for whom Milk was a role model. He is known for
creating and associating the typical rainbow flag with
the LGBT community. In 1974, Baker’s life changed
forever when he met Harvey Milk, who showed him
‘’how action could create change.” Inspired by Milk,
he proceeded to create a symbol for the LGBT community. In 1978 his piece of art was first flown and
everybody saw the six coloured flag: red for life, orange for healing, yellow for the sun, green for nature,
indigo for harmony and violet for spirit. “It belonged
to all of us. It was the most thrilling moment of my
life”, Baker said.
Throughout the years several personalities such as

Harvey Milk
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Ms Nikki Carter (Beyonce) Head of Secretariat

Aaron ‘Hackerman’ Speer Head of I.T.

What do you think of Eoin Brennan as Secretary General?
*There was a long pause of roughly 10 seconds before answering
Very tall and very capable – as is Leah.
Do you believe life could be a simulation?
Oh yeah, defintely. Yeah, I love Sci-Fi. Yeah. Yeah,
definitely. Oh, I hope so because if this is it... Yeah,
I’d like another go. I’d love a restart
What is your favourite international crisis of all
time?
The Black Death, because it was started by a flea. A
single flea caused all those deaths. Is that not mental, like?
Regarding someone you love, would you rather
tell them that you are (A) Never gonna give
them up, (B) Never gonna let them down, or (C
)Run around and desert them?
I’m not a fan of exercise, so I probably wouldn’t run
around at all. I’m not fond on the others, but definitely not running, so I’d say C. Although I might ring
up Rick Astley and ask him.
Who would win in a fight: The press team or
the IT team?
Press. I used to be Head of Press. Definitely Press.
And Mr. Bohan would be an excellent trainer. Mind
you, if there was use of chemical weapons, Mr. Fahey
would win. It all depends on the weaponry.
What is the most memorable MUN conference
of your life?
That’s really hard. I’ve seen so many MUN’s. Probably
the one where there was an incident where- oh no I
can’t say that one, can I? Hmm. Probably Mr. Allen’s
last one because I didn’t realise at the time that it
was going to be his last, and I miss him.
Do you have a favourite Secretary General of
all time?
Kofi Annan. He was brilliant. He was the first African
Sec Gen. He was just- he was class. Yeah.
Would you describe your job as boring in any
way?
No, it’s fun. The papercuts can be a little bit tedious
but other than that it’s good. Mostly.
What do you think happens when you die?
Well, we go to a big sky and - no. Nothing. Literally
nothing. I’d be scientific on that one. I think you have
to live life and you have to be good to people. I don’t
think you can regret life if you’re good to people.
Be nice to people. But then you have to be straight.
Wait, not straight as in - no like straight with people.
No, I mean - no, everyone can be whatever they
want. I don’t mind. I’m liberal, I swear.

As the main tech guy, do you think we could
be trapped in the Matrix?
No, because.... we would know. There would be
some small thing that would be wrong or wouldn’t
make sense. I think we would know.
As Head of I.T, do you just turn things off and
turn them back on again?
If it’s not turning it off and turning it back on again,
it’s unplugging it and plugging it back in. That’s the
fancier version of the turn it off and on again tactic.
It works a lot of the time, honestly. Once every 15
minutes, I do something like that.
In binary code, can you describe the people
working in I.T?
010001100111001001101001011001010110111001
1001000110110001111001.
*We believe this means ‘friendly’ in some kind of
geek-hacker language.
Regarding the scary clown named “It” from
the movie “It”, if “It” from “It” worked in I.T,
would “it”
love it in I.T or would it be too much for “It”?
It would definitely be too much for “It”. I.T at
SAIMUN is very complicated and there’s many
aspects to it. Due to the fact that this hotel was set
up by someone not quite on the right page when
it comes to I.T, there’s so much that doesn’t work
here so it would undoubtedly be too much for “It”.
I.T requires knowledge of the location you’re in and
I just don’t think a killer clown would have the skill
required.
In your opinion, if all human delegates were
replaced by robot delegates, would they still
think they’re better than everyone else at the
conference?
Definitely. I think that’s part of the nature of being a
delegate. The feeling of automatic superiority. It’s a
fundamental part.
How big of a babe-magnet would you say you
are, now that you have the title of “Head of
I.T”?
It’s incredible, obviously. As you can see from the
Saint Andrew’s MUN Instagram story this evening,
the title is 100% a babe magnet. It says “Aaron
Speer is the most popular man in the building”, so
that’s something.
*After extensive research into the MUN Instagram,
The Delegate can confirm that Aaron Speer is, in
fact, a babe-magnet.
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Connell ‘Chun-Chun’ Gallagher –
Chair of Special Conference

What do you think it feels like to hold your
own newborn for the first time?
Ah, like you know, joy, happiness, confusion and all
that. Scared maybe. Probably, like, surprised. I don’t
know. Like, how am I supposed to know this? Delight, I guess? I’d probably name him Connell if it’s a
boy or Connie if it’s a girl, because it’s a like tradition
in my family and somebody’s got to keep the tradition alive.
Describe your fellow Chairs in Special Conference.
Well first there’s Max [Lynch]. Class A player around
girls. You know, he’s a good chair. Doesn’t always use
the parliamentary language. Lots of “lads” and “boys”
when addressing the committee. Then there’s Meta.
He’s a nice lad. He knows what he’s at and knows
his parliamentary procedure well. Bit hard on himself
sometimes but, you know, good lad. Then Mike is
last. Also very nice. Definitely sticks to the procedure.
He’s a good man for that. If a delegate makes a
mistake he’ll point it out. He’s handed out quite a few
“inadequate points” or “unproductive speeches”.
If someone is elected as a Chair but has nowhere to sit, do they still qualify as a Chair?
I’m going to say yes, because the chairs are just a
position. They don’t need a chair to sit on. Like, they
are the chair. But following that logic, theoretically
people could sit on them so I don’t know.
Is Billie Eilish truly a “Bad Guy”, like she
claims?
Em, well I’d have to look into some more of her
interviews and delve more into that. She claims so.
I do know that. That, in itself, is a bit of a “bad guy”
move, if you know what I’m saying. And like the
video itself is badass so, you know, like, yeah she’s a
bad guy”.
What do you think of the Secretariat bossing
you around all the time?
I don’t mind it. Like, they seem to milk every moment
of it so whatever’s good for them. They’re obviously
a bit stressed, like with Caroline [Doyle] running
around the place. They’re definitely enjoying walking
around and bossing people around. I think it’s kind of
a MUN personality thing. Certain types of people who
do MUN like to have that authority over people. Eoin
[Brennan] admitted it to me that he was going to enjoy walking around with his walkie-talkie and bossing
people around as Sec Gen.
Can you describe SAIMUN so far, as pretentiously as you can?
*Mr. Gallagher proceeds in the heaviest D4 accent he
can manage
“Well, like, I think that it’s a really good conference
so far. You can really see all the new delegates com-
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ing out of their shells and really express themselves
in the way we want them to in an MUN debate. And
it’s kind of... kind of beautiful. That’s how I would
describe it with all these delegates being able to
contribute to this beautiful, fruitful debate that we
have in our committee. Beautiful and fruitful, those
are the two words, man.’
Is there anything more annoying than hearing the words “This infringes on our national
sovereignty”?
When delegates, like, think they’re class and they’re
just like “point of parliamentary procedure”. Then
they stand up in front of the whole committee and
don’t actually make a point of parliamentary procedure. They just want to have a little chat with the
whole committee. They blab on about whatever
they want to blab on about. I find that more annoying.
What were the standout moments in your
committee so far?
Well the delegate of Poland brought in chocolate for
everyone on her birthday, so that was a big moment for everyone. Yeah, shout out to the delegate
of Poland. Absolute legend. Another was probably
when our friend Shane [Head of Press] went to the
balcony at the back of our room and started having,
you know, a bit of a goof. He pretended to climb
over the balcony during voting procedure, so that
was pretty good.
If I offered you €1,000 to forget MUN even
existed and all the memories you’ve made
from it, would you take it?
Nah, I think the memories from MUN are important, you know, because they shape who I am as a
person.
All interviews by Sean Wade
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